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Preface

Poet Menke Katz (1906 — 1991) was born in Svintsyan (now Svencionys, Lithuania)
and spent the First World War years in his family’s ancestral shtetl Michaleshik (now
Michalishki, Belarus). He emigrated to the United States in 1920, where he spent the rest of
his life (except for three years in Israel in the 1950s). His poetic career divides into Yiddish
and English periods. He worked as a Yiddish teacher for many decades, mostly in New York,
and in his later years, based with his wife Rivke in his forest house upstate New York,
enjoyed travelling across America to appear before college audiences. Listings of his
published books (nine in Yiddish and nine in English), and selections from his poems are
posted online at:

www.dovidkatz.net (— menke)

It is less known that the poet’s favorite pastime was to sing Yiddish songs, especially
genuine Yiddish folk songs from his native Lithuania, and to accompany himself on the
mandolin, which he learned to play as a boy with a simple numbering system for the notes.
He could not read music and did not have a singing voice, but his ad-hoc performances of his
beloved songs along with the mandolin became a vital component in the poet’s persona
among friends and family and wider audiences alike. Genuine Yiddish folksongs, the poems
of poets that became songs, traditional holiday songs and others formed part of the
“wholeness of Yiddish culture” approach that Menke aimed to transmit. From this standpoint,
it is hardly coincidental that his repertoire included Hebrew (ancient and liturgical, in
Ashkenazic rendition; and modern Israeli from the early years of the state), as well as
selections from the less-discussed spheres milieu of card players and the underworld.

For decades, Menke’s favorite settings for evenings of talk and song included his and
Rivke’s homes, first in Brooklyn and then at their forest house in upstate New York in Spring
Glen; the home of his brother and sister-in-law, Meishke and Phyllis Katz, in Great Neck,
New York; and of his daughter and son-in-law Troim and Frank Handler in West Islip, New
York.

Menke originally put together this collection in the first half of 1985, writing out the
entire book in his own hand, with selected individual letters adorned by the traditional
“crowns” with which he loved to decorate his writing. Rivke Katz provided the illustrations.
The occasion was his appointment as an instructor at the fourth annual Oxford Summer
Program in Yiddish Language and Literature (August 1985). The original name of the work
was Gezang far der zumer-progrdam (‘Song for the Summer Program’). The English-language
title page reads Yiddish Folksong and Poetry for the Fourth Annual Oxford Summer
Programme in Yiddish Language and Literature at the Oxford Centre for Hebrew Studies 5-
30 August 1985). Various reasons prevented his travel to Oxford that year, but the completed
handwritten book was nevertheless bound and made available to the program’s participants
on an optional basis. Today that limited edition is exceedingly rare, and in 2007 the poet’s
heirs decided to make the entire book available online. It is posted at:

www.dovidkatz.net/ menke/Books/Menke 1985-Books.pdf
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In 1988, Menke Katz’s granddaughters, Sheh-Sheh and Claudia released a cassette,
Lider fun mayn zeydn (Songs of my Grandfather) to accompany this songbook. All the songs
were sung by Sheh-Sheh and one was harmonized with Claudia. An insert of translations and
transliterations was prepared by Menke’s daughter, Troim Katz Handler. Instrumentals were
created by Joe Jedrlinic. It was released by Recordomatt in West Islip, New York. For further
information please contact:

franktroim@gmail.com

In 2008, Meishke and Phyllis Katz initiated this experimental edition of the collection
as part of a project aiming at publication in book form at the earliest possible time, in a
bilingual edition that would include music, and that would bring to life many forgotten songs
from the bona fide world of Yiddish. The project’s webpage is

http://www.dovidkatz.net/menke/menke_folksongs.htm

The 2008 project got underway with the transcription, layout and composition of this
experimental online edition by Akvilé Grigoravicitte (Vilnius University). She herself
studied Yiddish for two summers at the same one-month European summer program in
Yiddish, which was relocated from Oxford to Vilnius in 1998. The twenty-seventh year of the
program, which gave rise to this book all those years ago, and also marked the tenth year of
the program in its Vilnius, was celebrated in 2008. Details of the program are posted online
at:

www.judaicvilnius.com/en/ main/summer/introduction

One of the primary lecturers at the summer program is Dr. Maria Krupoves-Berg,
Vilnius University’s Yiddish folklore researcher and performer, who is arranging for the
music to be written to some of the songs using cassettes left by Menke Katz. In addition, she
has included a number of them in her own repertoire for the Vilnius summer program in
Yiddish.

Corrections and suggestions are welcome.

DOVID KATZ
www.dovidkatz.net

JANUARY 2009
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Der yold in kapelush
(A Mikhalishker tants)

Ot geyt der yold in kapelush,
Makht er di fantazye.

Ot geyt der yold in kapelush,
Shmirt em oys mit sazhe.

U-ha, er shpant af shtoltsn,
Iber ale dekher,

O-ho, der yold in kapelush
Iz fun himl hekher.

Ot geyt der yold in kapelush,
Makht er di fantazye.

Ot geyt der yold in kapelush,
Shmirt em oys mit sazhe.
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Dorf-1id

A gut-morgn dir, Reb Borekh,
A gut morgn, Zorekh:

Kh’hob gehert, du host mit mazl
Oysfarkoyft dem tsvorekh.

Ye, dem tsvorekh, oysfarkoyft ingantsn,

Iz lomir take, ale tantsn:
Hayda-hayda-hayda,
Hayda-hayda-hey!

A gut morgn dir, Reb Meyer,
Gut-ovnt-gut-yor, Reb Berl:

Der katukh iz ful mit eyer,

Un dos feld mit kerner,

Vi a malkes perl.

A metupl bin ikh, mit finf kelber,

Dos yingste eksl vayzt shoyn herner.

Di tsig un der bok vern khosn-kale,
Iz lomir tantsn ale, ale, ale:
Hayda-hayda-hayda,
Hayda-hayda-ho!

A gut-morgn dir, pan Yurke,

A gut-morgn dir, pan Shurke,

A gut morgn dir, Ivan.

Dayn flinke klatshe

Loyft vi a ban

Fun Svintsyan

Kin Koltenyan,

Borkhashem, borekh undzer pratse.
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A gut shabes dir, Reb Yankl,
A gut shabes dir, Reb Khatskl.
Opgekoret di gantse tvue,

Nor simonim af a refue:
Lekho doydi likras kalo

Pney shabos nekabelo.

Lekoved shabes finklen lompn.
Shabes on khreyn

Ken men zikh bageyn,

Ober nit on bronfn.

Berke, Shmerke, Zuske, Khayim,
Lekhayim, lekhayim, lekhayim!
Hayda-hayda-hayda,
Hayda-hayda-ho!

Yankl, Meytsik, Yurke, Shurke,
Khashke, Bashke, Zirke, Mirke,
Ale, ale in a rod,

Ale, ale in karahod:
Hayda-hayda-hayda,
Hayda-hayda-ho-ho-ho!
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In shtetl

In shtetl 1z fintster,

Di lodns farmakht:

Tsu mir kumt mayn libster,
Gants shpet in der nakht.

Ikh voyn in a kleyn shtibele,
Eyne aleyn,

S’iz azoy farbeynkt,

S’iz azoy sheyn.

In shtibl 1z fintster,
Dort griltst a gril,
Bam fentsterl flist do,
A taykhele shtil.

Breng mir di mandeline
Un shpil mir a lid,

Shpil mir an aynzam, farbeynkt lid

Fun eybike beynkshaft nokh dir.

In shtetl iz fintster,

Di lodns farmakht:

Tsu mir kumt mayn libster,
Gants shpet in der nakht.
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Oy, a nakht a sheyne

Oy, a nakht a sheyne,

Di nakht iz geven zeyer sheyn,
Af a benkele zaynen mir gesesn,
Di levone hot genumen avekgeyn.

Af a benkele zaynen mir gezesn,
Mir hobn tsuzamen farbrakht,
Vifl reyd mir hobn ayngetaynet,
Tsu kin tolk hobn mir beyde nit
gebrakht.

Vos far a tolk libe vilstu?

Az ikh muz tsum priziv shteyn,
Keyn knas-mol kenen mir nit makhn,
Dos kenstu aleyn gut farshteyn.

Af banen tsu dir vel ikh forn,
Un af vasern shvimen tsu dir,
Kh’vel avekvarfn tatn un mamen,
Kh’vel kumen mayn lebn tsu dir.

Af banen tsu mir zolstu nit forn,

Un af vasern shvimen tsu mir.

A khupe, lomir beyde shteln,

Un in dray yor vel ikh kumen tsu dir.
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Funvanen nemt zikh a libe

Funvanen nemt zikh a libe,

Fun reydn, fun shmuesn, fun lakhn;
Undzer libe hot zikh ongehoybn
Gor fun andere zakhn.

Dort geyen porelekh tsvey,
Un libn libn zey zikh zeyer,
Nito kin glaykhn tsu zey,
Un libn, libn zey zikh zeyer,
Nito kin glaykhn tsu zey.

Genug shoyn mit mir tsu reydn,
Genug shoyn mit mir shmuesn,
Fir mir shoyn op aheym,

Der tate vet di tir farshlisn.

Aheym Khayke vel ikh dikh opfirn,
Bam glekele vestu onklingen,

Un a lid vel ikh far dir makhn,

Di gantse velt vet mit dir klingen.
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Ikh vel mer kin libe nit
shpiln

Oy, vey, mame,

Ikh vel mer kin libe nit shpiln,

Ikh vekh shoyn mer ba zayn ganikl nit
shteyn,

Er hot zikh oysgefaynt far zayne gute
brider,

Az ikh ruf em un er vil mit mir nit

geyn.

Ikh hob zikh farlibt in eynem,
Sheyn iz er vi di gantse velt.

A shvartse khmare hot zikh fun der zayt

aropgelozt,
Un hot mir mayn likhtikayt farshtelt.

Far vemen s’iz likhtik di nakht,

Far mir 1z fintster der tog.

Ba mayne khavertes iz a nakhes un a
freyd,

Ba mir iz yomer un a klog.
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Oy, a libe 1z an umglik

Oy, a libe 1z an umglik af der velt,
Tsu vemen es falt nor arayn,
S’kost op fil koykhes un gelt,

Tsi ken mir nokh erger zayn?
Tuna-tuna-tuna, ana-ana-ana,
Tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta!

Tsu vos hot mir getoygt tsu visn,
A libe af der velt tsu brengen,
Mayn harts vert mir oysgerisn,
Durkh a libe ken men zikh nokh
hengen:

Tuna-tuna-tuna, ana-ana-ana,
Tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta!

Haynt zitsn mir beyde af a bank,
Morgn tustu avekforn,

Fun hartsveytik bin ikh shoyn krank,
Oy, vey tsu mayne yorn.

Tsu vos hot mir getoygt tsu visn,
A libe af der velt tsu brengen,
Mayn harts vert mir oysgerisn,
Durkh a libe ken men zikh nokh
hengen:

Tuna-tuna-tuna, ana-ana-ana,
Tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta-ta, tuna-ta!
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Ikh bin shoyn a meydele
in di1 yorn

Ikh bin shoyn a meydele in di yorn.

Vos hostu mir fardreyt mayn kop:
Ikh volt dokh shoyn lang oy, a kale
gevorn,

Un efsher take khasene gehat.

Un tomer geyt es dir in nadn,
Mayn mame vet farkoytn di shtub
Un mir veln beyde khasene hobn,
Vayl ikh hob dikh azoy lib.

Un tomer geyt es dir in yikhes,
Mayn zeyde iz gevezn a rov,
Lomir shoyn beyde khasene hobn,
Zol shoyn nemen a sof.
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Shvartse karshelekh

Shvartse karshelekh rayst men,
Grine lozt men shteyn.

Sheyne meydelekh nemt men,
Un miese lozt men geyn.

Eyns tsvey, eyns-tsvey-dray;
Oy vey 1z tsu mir,

Vey tsu mayne yor.

A libe hobn mir geshpilt,
Felike dray fertl yor.

Vos toyg mir di naye kozatske,
Az tantsn ken ikh zi nit.

Vos toyg mir di meydele di khvatske,

Az libn libt zi mikh nit.
Eyns tsvey, eyns tsvey dray;
Oy vey iz tsu mir,

Vey tsu mayne yor.

A libe hobn mir geshpilt,
Felike dray fertl yor.
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A kleyn shtibele

A kleyn shtibele shteyt geboygn,
Shteyt geboygn,

In a grinem gortn,

In a grinem gortn;

Un ikh hob farshpilt mayn gants lebn,

Vi a kartozhnik in kortn,

Un ikh hob farshpilt mayn gants lebn,

V1 a kartozhnik 1n kortn.

Ven ikh volt zayn a fish in vaser,
A fish in vaser,

Volt ikh tsu dir geshvumen,

Volt ikh tsu dir geshvumen:
Ayzerne brikn volt ikh tsebrokhn,
Abi tsu dir tsu kumen.

Ven ikh volt zayn a foygl in himl,

A foygl in himl,

Volt ikh tsu dir gefloygn,

Volt ikh tsu dir gefloygn.

Ikh volt dir vayzn mayn tsebrokhn
harts,

Mit tsvey farveynte oygn,

Ikh volt dir vayzn mayn tsebrokhn
harts,

Mit tsvey farveynte oygn.
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Klip-klap

Klip-klap in goldn tir:

— Mayn zis lebn, efn mir.

— Klapn, klapn zolstu nit,

Efenen vel ikh avade nit.

— A regn geyt, a vint veyt.

— Ikh vel aynnetsn mayn zaydn kleyd?
— Ker iber dayn zaydn kleyd,

Un leyg zikh shlofn in grinem groz.
— Ver vet mir ufvekn,

Un ver vet mir tsudekn?

— A blat fun boym vet dir tsudekn,
A shtral fun zun vet dir ufvekn.
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Klip-klap (varyant)

— Klip-klap yudashinke,
Tsi du shlofst tsi nit?

— Shlofn shlof ikh nit,
Efenen vel ikh avade nit.
— Vuhin zol ikh raytn,
Es shlofn ale laytn.

A vintele veynt,

A regele geyt.

Ikh vel aynnetsn mayn zaydn kleyd.

— Ker iber dayn zaydn kleyd

Un leyg zikh shlofn in grinem groz.
— Ver vet mir tsudekn?

Ver vet mir ufdekn?

— Bletelekh veln dir tsudekn,
Feygelekh veln dir ufvekn.
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Tsvey taybelekh

Tsvey taybelekh zaynen ibern vaser
gefloygn,

In di piskelekh hobn zey zikh gekusht.
Farsholtn zol vern yeder mentsh,

Vos hot zikh in undzer libe
arayngemisht.

Un az du vest kumen in a fremder
shtot,

Lyubenyu,
Mayne verter zolstu badenken,
Un az du vest kumen iber a tifn
vaser,

Lyubenyu,
Far groys tsores zolstu zikh nit
dertrinken.

Un az du vest kumen in a vayter shtot,

Lyubenyu,

Mayne reyd zolstu bakenen.

Un az du vest kumen iber a fayer,
Lyubenyu,

Far groys tsores zolstu zikh nit

dertrinken.

Tsvey taybelekh zaynen ibern vaser
gefloygn,

Zeyere fligelekh hobn zey tseshpreyt.
Keyn gutn sof zol der mentsh nit hobn,
Vos hot undz fun der libe azoy zikh
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A meydl

Afn oyvn zitst a meydl:
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,

Un zi heft a zaydn kleydl,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.

Iz a bokher ongefloygn,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,

Un hot dem fodem opgetsoygn,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.

Hey, du bokher, hey, du fayer,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,

S’vet dikh kostn zeyer tayer,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.

Nit mit shtrik vel ikh dikh bindn,

Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,

Nor mit mayne sheyne hentlekh,

Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.

Kh’vel nit fregn dikh funvanen,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,

Kh’vel nit oplozn fundanen,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.

Kh’vel dikh haldzn, kh’vel dikh libn,

Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba,
Iz der bokher dort farblibn,
Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba.
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Afn oyvn zitsn tsveyen, ,JVNX TR TNMIN 197N

Tum-ba-tum-ba-ba, ,X2282-010282-010
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Hert tsigelekh

Hert tsigelekh,

Kumt aher tsu mir geshvind,

A sheyn lidele vel ikh zingen aykh
atsind,

Fun a pastekhl heybt dos lidele zikh
on,

Un a meydele vos hot kishef em
geton.

Hert tsigelekh,

Hert vos vayter iz geshen:

Lustik, lebedik iz amol dos pastekhl
geven.

Oy, vi umetik, kukt di shefelekh nit
on,

Beynkt tsum meydele vos hot
kishef em geton.

Hert tsigelekh,

Hert fun lidele dem sof,

Vi yeséymimlekh blondzhen zayne
bidne shof.

Tif in taykhele ligt dos pastekhl nokh
haynt,

Un dos meydele zitst bam vaserl un
veynt.
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Sheyn meydele

Her nor, du sheyn meydele,
Her nor, du fayn meydele,

Vos vestu ton in aza vaytn veg?
Vos vestu ton in aza vaytn veg?

Ikh vel geyn in ale gasn,

Ikh vel shrayen: vesh tsu vashn,
Abi mit dir ineynem zayn,

Abi mit dir ineynem zayn.

Her nor, du sheyn meydele,
Her nor, du fayn meydele,

Vos vestu esn in aza vaytn veg?
Vos vestu esn in aza vaytn veg?

Broyt mit zalts vel ikh esn,
Tate-mame vel ikh fargesn,
Abi mit dir ineynem zayn,
Abi mit dir ineynem zayn.

Her nor, du sheyn meydele,

Her nor, du fayn meydele,

Vu vestu shlofn in aza vaytn veg?
Vu vestu shlofn in aza vaytn veg?

Ikh bin nokh a yunge froy,
Ikh ken shlofn af a bintl shtroy,
Abi mit dir ineynem zayn,
Abi mit dir ineynem zayn.
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Papir 1z dokh vays

Papir iz dokh vays un tint iz dokh
shvarts,

Tsi dir, mayn zis lebn, tsit dokh mayn
harts,

Kh’volt shtendik gezesn dray teg
nokhanand,

Tsu kushn dayn sheyn ponim un tsu
haltn dayn hant.

Nekhtn banakht bin ikh af a khasene
geven,

Fil sheyne meydelekh hob ikh dort
gezen,

Fil sheyne meydelekh tsu dir kumt nit
gor,

Tsu dayne shvartse eygelekh, tsu
dayne shvartse hor.

Dayn talye, dayn mine, dayn eydeler
fason,

In harts brent a fayer, men zet es

nit on.

Nito aza mentsh vos zol filn vi es
brent.

Der toyt un dos lebn iz ba Got in di
hent.

Akh, du liber got, varf mikh nit arop,
Glaykh mir tsu kin beymelekh un nit
tsu kin slup.
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Dos beymele, az es blit, iz dokh zeyer
sheyn,

Helf mir shoyn got, mir zoln tsu der
khupe geyn.

Oy, der liber got, her oys mayn
farlang,

Dem oysher gistu koved mit a
sheynem gang,

Mir gib a shtibele af dem groz dem
grinem,

Az ikh un mayn zis lebn zoln voynen
derinen.
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Vos zhe vilstu?

Vos zhe vilstu?
Vos zhe vilstu?
A shuster far a man?
A shuster far a man?

A shuster far a man vil ikh nit,

A shusters tokhter bin ikh nit.
Nem ikh zikh a shteyn,
Zits ikh zikh un veyn.

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,

Nor ikh blayb aleyn;

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,

Nor ikh blayb aleyn.

Vos zhe vilstu?
Vos zhe vilstu?
A shnayder far a man?
A shnayder far a man?

A shnayder far a man vil ikh nit,
A shnayders tokhter bin ikh nit.

Nem ikh zikh a shteyn,
Zits ikh zikh un veyn.

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,

Nor ikh blayb aleyn;

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,

Nor ikh blayb aleyn.

Vos zhe vilstu?
Vos zhe vilstu?
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A rebn far a man?
A rebn far a man?

A rebn far a man vil ikh nit,
A rebns tokhter bin ikh nit.
Nem ikh zikh a shteyn,

Zits ikh zikh un veyn.

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,
Nor ikh blayb aleyn;

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,
Nor ikh blayb aleyn.

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,
Nor ikh blayb aleyn.

Vos zhe vilstu?
Vos zhe vilstu?
A klezmer far a man?
A klezmer far a man?

A klezmer far a man vil ikh dokh,
A klezmers tokhter bin ikh dokh.

Zits ikh afn dakh

Un ikh kuk arop un lakh:

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,
Un ikh mit zey glaykh;

Ale meydelekh hobn khasene,
Un ikh mit zey glaykh.
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Yome

Yome, Yome, shpil mir a lidele,
Vos dos meydele vil.
Dos meydele vil a kleydele hobn,

Darf men geyn dem shnayder zogn:

Neyn, mameshi, neyn,
Du kenst mir nit farshteyn,
Du veyst nit vos ikh meyn.

Yome, Yome, shpil mir a lidele,
Vos dos meydele vil.
Dos meydele vil oyringlekh hobn,

Darf men geyn dem goldshmid zogn:

Neyn, mameshi, neyn,
Du kenst mir nit farshteyn,
Du veyst nit vos ikh meyn.

Yome, Yome, shpil mir a lidele,
Vos dos meydele vil.

Dos meydele vil a khosndl hobn,
Darf men geyn dem shadkhn zogn:
Yo, mameshi, yo,

Du kenst mir shoyn farshteyn,

Du veyst shoyn vos ikh meyn.
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Ikh gey aroys afn ganikl

Ikh gey aroys afn ganikl,

Dos shtetele bakukn,

Kumt tsu flien a kleyn feygele,
Un tut zikh tsu mir bukn.

Nit azoy dos kleyne feygele

Vi ir sheyn flien.

Z1 varft arunter a kleyn brivele,
Ikh tu es glaykh bakumen.

Ikh leyen iber dos ershte shurele,
mayn gelibter 1z fardorbn,

Ikh leyen iber dos tsveyte shurele,
Mayn gelibter 1z geshtorbn.

Ikh nem tsuzamen ale khavertes,
Ale ineynem, ineynem,

Ver fun aykh hot a libe geshpilt,
Helft mir ale veynen.
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Makhaténeste mayne

Makhateneste mayne,
Makhateneste getraye,

Lomir zayn af eybik makhatonim.
Ikh gib aykh avek

Mayn tokhter far a shnur,

Z1 zol ba aykh nit onvern dos ponim.

Makhateneste mayne,
Makhateneste getraye,

Ir zolt mayn tokhter fri nit vekn,
Un tomer vet ir zen

An avle af mayn kind,

Vi an eygene mame,

Zolt ir dos fardekn.

Makhateneste mayne,
Makhateneste getraye,

Af kinder hobn tut men blut fargisn,
Un tomer vet ir zen,

Az der zun hot lib di shnur,

Zol es aykh gornit fardrisn.

yivn yuninmnn

RoageralioTakiahite

LU0V YONININY

QPN P22%X MK 72T KD
JPYIIR TR 203 TR

, W X IRD WOIRD 720

0719 DRT JIUMIN 071 TBK 22 O T

V117 YunININ
LU0V YONINIY

LJPYTY 071 91D TWUORY 1om URRT X
,IVT R LY WHRD PR

TP T2 IR AN IR

LINRD YIVAOR IR M

JPYTIRD OXT 1R UONRT

, V117 YOnINnn
U200V YUNINITA

,JOPAIRD V172 R VIV JART WIP OMIN
LJUT R LY WARY IR

W 0T 205 LRI T WT IR

JOMITIND 1IN TUR DY ONT

39  MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Leyg ikh mir mayn
kepele

Leyg ikh mir mayn kepele

Af mayn mames betele,

Geyt mayn mame farbay,

Rak zi tut un kvelt:

Shlof, mayn tokhter kleyninke,
Eygelekh hostu sheyninke,
Shlof gezunterheyt,

Shlof gezunterheyt.

Leyg ikh mir mayn kepele

Af mayn tatns betele,

Geyt mayn tate farbay,

Rak er tut un kvelt:

Shlof, mayn tokhter kleyninke,
Eygelekh hostu sheyninke,
Shlof gezunterheyt,

Shlof gezunterheyt.

Leyg ikh mir mayn kepele
Af mayn shvigers betele,
Geyt di shviger farbay,

Rak zi tut un shilt:

Mayn shnur iz kin berye nit,
Kin melokhe tut zi nit,

Nor zi tut un poft,

Nor zi tut un poft.

Leyg ikh mir mayn kepele
Af mayn mans betele,
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Geyt mayn man farbay, ,22IRD XM T2 1)

Rak er tut un kvelt: ORYNP IR VIV W P
Shlof, mayn vaybele kleyninke, LUP1I70R YOyamN 100 AR
Eygelekh hostu sheyninke, IP1IOW WORT TYIVATR
Shlof gezunterhayt, ORI AROW
Shlof gezunterhayt. DRIV QRO
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Ale vaserlekh

Ale vaserlekh flisn avek,

Di gribelekh blaybn leydik,
Nito aza mentsh af gor der velt,
Vos zol farshteyn mayn veytik.

Oy, di yorelekh tsien,

D1 yorelekh flien,

Di tsayt geyt avek vi roykh
Un az ikh dermon zikh in dir,
May zis lebn,

Geyt mir oys der koyekh.

Un az a meydele shpilt a libe,
Shpiln in ir ale farbn,

Un az zi shpilt ir libe nit oys,
Ken zi kholile nokh shtarbn.

Un az di tepelekh trinken oys,
Blaybn zey ale leydik,

Un az a meydele shpilt ir libe nit
0ys,

Vert zi farfaln af eybik.
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Ale vaserlekh
(varyant)

Ale vaserlekh flisn avek,

D1 gribelekh blaybn leydik,

Oy, vu nemt men aza mentsh,
Vos zol farshteyn mayn veytik?

Ikh hob em ongevorn,

Un ken em nit gefinen,

Shteyn shteyt er far mayne oygn,
Nor ikh ken tsu em nit kumen.

Ikh vel zitsn un klogn,

Biz in mayn groen tsop,
Oy, m’hot mir tsugenumen
Dem kroyn fun mayn kop.

Azoy vi s’iz nito kin mentsh,
Vos zol kenen di shtern tseyln,
Azoy iz oykh nito kin mentsh,
Voz ken mayne vundn heyln.
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Af dem yam veyet a
vintele

Af dem yam veyet a vintele,
Veyet a vintele,

Un di khvalyes shlogn:
Kh’hob zikh farlibt in a sheyn
yingele,

Kh’hob nit far vemen tsu zogn.

Kh’hob zikh geboyt a shtibl in
vald,

A shtibl in vald,

Arum un arum mit fentster,

Fun ale kartines vos ikh hob gezen
Bistu ba mir der shenster.

Tsi libstu mikh fun tifn harts,

Fun tifn harts?

Tsi libstu nor mayn sheyn ponim?
Du host mikh gekoylet

Azoy vi di rekhte gazlonim.

Az a gazlen koylet a mentsh,
Koylet a mentsh,

Koylet er em mit a meser,

Du host mikh gekoylet,

Un nit derkoylet,

Du bist fun a gazlen nokh greser.
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45

Ikh hob dir gezogt

Ikh hob dir gezogt,
Un gezogt un gezogt,
Az sheyn bin ikh nit,
Az sheyn bin ikh nit,
Az sheyn bin ikh nit.
Hostu mikh lib?

Ikh hob dikh lib,
Lomir ineynem zayn.

Ikh hob dir gezogt,
Un gezogt un gezogt:
Kin gelt hob ikh nit,
Kin gelt hob ikh nit,
Kin gelt hob ikh nit.
Hostu mikh 1ib?

Ikh hob dikh lib,
Lomir ineynem zayn.

Ikh hob dir gezogt,

Un gezogt un gezogt:
Kin yikhes hob ikh nit,
Kin yikhes hob ikh nit,
Kin yikhes hob ikh nit.
Hostu mikh 1ib?

Ikh hob dikh lib,
Lomir ineynem zayn.
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Shoyn dray yor az mir
firn a libe

Shiltn, shiltn ikh dem tog fun
mayn geborn,

Oy shiltn shilt ikh em biz atsind,

Nakha volt mir di mame geven
farlorn,

Ven ikh bin gevezn a kleyn kind.

Ven ikh bin a kleyn kind gevezn,

Fun kin libe hob ikh nit gevust,

Un haynt az ikh bin elter gevorn,

A libe firn hot zikh mir farglust.

Shoyn dray yor az mir firn a libe

Un nemen kenen mir zikh nit.

Un in mayn hartsn brent a fayer,

Un farleshn ken es keyner nit.
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Shoyn dray yor az mir 71D R TR I 2T W

firn a libe (varyant) (DIROIRN) Y27 K
Shoyn dray yor az mir firn a libe, U200 K 19D 0 TR W 2T W
Oy, vey ikh shpil a libe, U2 R 9BW R ONM IR
Un oysshpiln mayn libe y2OH 12 1BW0IR N
Ken ikh nit. 001 TR YR
Un in mayn harts TXIRT 72N PR IR
Brent a fayer, ,V1H R VIVI2
Un leshn, leshn ken ikh nit, ,0%1 R YR YR LYt IR
Un leshn, leshn ken ikh nit. 001 TR R WYY WY IR
Shtekhn volt ikh im, LOOR TR 12X JOvow
Oy, mit a meser, , V0V X 0N ,MN
Ven ikh ze ikh im DR TR YT TR M
Mit a meydl geyn. I3 R UM
Oy in mayn harts TXNRT 707 PR W
Brent a fayer, V2D X 10IYI2
Un leshn, leshn WYY WYY IR
Ken ikh nit, 1001 R PR
Un leshn, leshn WYY WYY IR
Ken ikh nit. 1001 PR PR
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Lomir zikh iberbetn

Lomir zikh 1berbetn, iberbetn,
Shtel dem samovar,

Lomir zikh iberbetn,

Zay zhe nit kin nar.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Koyf a por marantsn,

Lomir zikh iberbetn,

Lomir geyn tantsn.

Lomir zikh 1berbetn, iberbetn,
Vos shteystu ba der tir,

Lomir zikh 1berbetn,

Gib a kuk af mir.

Lomir zikh 1berbetn, iberbetn,
Hob af mir rakhmones,
Lomir zikh 1berbetn,

Kh’hob dikh lib sakones.

Lomir zikh iberbetn, iberbetn,
Kh’bet dir zay mir moykhl,
Lomir zikh iberbetn,

Gib mir a shmeykhl.
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S’1z a zind

S’iz a zind tsu ganvenen um shabes,
S’iz a zind tsu ganvenen um shabes,
S’z a zind.

S’1z do a zuntik, montik, dinstik,
Mitvokh, donershtik, fraytik oykh,
S’iz a zind.

S’iz a zind tsu shikern um shabes,
S’1z a zind tsu shikern um shabes,
S’iz a zind.

S’iz do a zuntik, montik, dinstik,
Mitvokh, donershtik, fraytik oykh,
S’1z a zind.

S’iz a zind tsu shlogn di vayb um
shabes,

S’iz a zind tsu shlogn di vayb um
shabes,

S’1z a zind.

S’1z do a zuntik, montik, dinstik,
Mitvokh, donershtik, fraytik oykh,
S’iz a zind.
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A klole-lid

Er hot mir geshonken a fingerl,
Ikh zol es trogn af mayn finger

Un ver s’hot a shuld in undzer libe,
Der zol oysgeyn fun hunger.

Er hot mir geshonken a zeygerl,
Oy, mit a gildenem veyzer,

Un ver s’hot a shuld in undzer libe,
Der zol geyn iber di hayzer.

Der zol geyn iber di hayzer,
Un klapn tir tsu tir,

Un zogn zol men umetum,
Du bist shoyn geven ba mir.

Ikh hob ongevorn dos fingerl,

Un ikh ken em nit gefinen,

Un ver s’hot a shuld in undzer libe,
Der zol arunter fun zinen.

7927990 X

WA R WRIRWYA 0 ORI W
TWAD TUR AR TARTY OV 9NT X

V207 TWTTNR PR TOW X URT0 W PR
VAT I TUADMIR DNT T

DT R PIRWYA 0 U Y
TN OVIVTYIA R UM IR

Y200 WITIR PR T2 X URTD N IR
VTR ST WK 7O ORT W

VT 0T WK TN KT W
;70 X Y PRYP 1IN
,MYRIN TUR DRT TART 1IN
) 21 YNV I VO 1T

L2020 DRT TIRMVAIN 28T TN
,JVIDYA 101 DR VR TR N

207 QWTTNR PR T K URAD N X
VT 1D WLNIR ORT T

50 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A kleyn yidele

Amol iz geven
Amol iz geven

A kleyn yidele,
Hot er gehat

Hot er gehat

A kleyn fidele.
Oy-oy-oy,

Makht dos fidele,
Oy-oy, oy-oy,
Makht dos yidele.

Amol iz geven
Amol iz geven

A kleyn yidele,
Hot er gehat

Hot er gehat

A kleyn fayfele:
Flyu-flyu-flyu,
Makht dos fayfele,
Oy-oy-oy,

Makht dos fidele,
Oy-oy, oy-oy-oy,
Makht dos yidele.

Amol iz geven
Amol iz geven
A kleyn yidele,
Hot er gehat
Hot er gehat
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A kleyn paykele: YRR O X

Poyk-poyk-poyk, ,P71D2271D2271
Makht dos paykele, ,UOUP1E ORT VIR
Flyu-flyu-flyu, 1292179921790
Makht dos fayfele, ,U2VD1D ORT VORA
Oy-oy-oy, CINZIRZMR
Makht dos fidele, ,Y2Y7°D ORT VORN
Oy-o0y, 0y-0y-0y, CIRZIRZIN IR
Makht dos yidele. YOUT ORT VORN
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A mantl

Hob ikh mir a mantl fun fartsaytikn

shtof,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Hot es nit in zikh kin gantsenem
shtokh,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht

Un fun dem mantl a rekl gemakht,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un fun dem mantl a rekl gemakht.

Hob ikh mir a rekl fun fartsaytikn
shtof,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Hot es nit in zikh kin gantsenem
shtokh,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht

Un fun dem rekl a vestl gemakht,
La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un fun dem rekl a vestl gemakht.

Hob ikh mir a vestl fun fartsaytikn

shtof,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Hot es nit in zikh kin gantsenem
shtokh,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht
Un fun dem vestl a yarmlke
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gemakht,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un fun dem vestl a yarmlke
gemakht.

Hob ikh mir a yarmlke fun
fartsaytikn shtof,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Hot es nit in zikh kin gantsenem
shtokh,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht
Un fun dem yarmlke a keshene
gemakht,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un fun dem yarmlke a keshene
gemakht.

Hob ikh mir a keshene fun
fartsaytikn shtof,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Hot es nit in zikh kin gantsenem
shtokh,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht
Un fun der keshene a knepl
gemakht,

La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un fun dem knepl a gornisht
gemakht.

Hob ikh mir a gornisht fun
fartsaytikn shtof,
La-la-la, la-la-la-la,
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Hot es nit in zikh kin eyntsikn TPRIR TR 7T TR 0°1 OY UNT

shtokh, ,IRVW
La-la-la, la-la-la-la, RP2RI2R7289  R9R7280
Derfar hob ikh zikh fartrakht VIRILIRD T TR 2RT IXDIYT
Un fun dem gornisht a lidele YOUTD R UWOIINRA QYT 1D NN
gemakht, Rajn} galih)
La-la-la, la-la-la-la, RP2RI2R7289  RDR7280
Un fun dem gornisht a lidele YHUTY R UWOIINA OVT D NN
gemakht. JDORNYA
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A ban

Ver hot azoyns gezen,
Ver hot azoyns gehert,
Az fayer mit vaser
Zoln loyfn vi a ferd.

Oy, hot er a fayfer

Mit an ayzernem koyekh,
Fun untn gist zikh vaser,
Fun oybn yogt a roykh.

Heyse koyln
Iz ba em a maykhl,
Kalte vaser

Iz ba em a gildene yaykhl.

Oy, hot er a fayfer

Mit an ayzernem koyekh,
Fun untn gist zikh vaser,
Fun oybn yogt a roykh.
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Bulbe

Zuntik bulbe, montik bulbe,
Dinstik un mitvokh bulbe,
Donershtik un fraytik bulbe,

Shabes in a novene, a bulbe kugele,

Zuntik vayter bulbe.

Broyt mit bulbe,

Lokshn mit bulbe,

Varimes un vetshere — bulbe,
Ober un vider — bulbe.
Eynmol in a novene — a bulbe
kugele,

Zuntik vayter bulbe.

Ober bulbe,

Vider bulbe,

Nokhamol un oberamol bulbe,
Haynt un morgn bulbe,

Ober shabes nokhn tsholnt

A bulbe kugele,

Zuntik, vayter bulbe.
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Kin Svir fort men nit

Kin Svir fort men nit,

Kin Svir geyt men,

Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh,
Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh.
Kin Svir darf men oyle regl zayn,

Oyle regl zayn.

Regl iz dokh der taytsh a fus,

Kin Svir darf men geyn tsufus:
Zingendik,

Tantsdik,

Un az yidn geyen kin Svir,

Geyt men mit a tants,

Un az yidn geyen kin Svir,

Geyt men mit a tants.

Kin Svir fort men nit,

Kin Svir geyt men,

Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh,
Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh.
Kin Svir darf men oyle regl zayn,

Oyle regl zayn.

Regl iz dokh der taytsh a

gevoynhayt,

M’darf zikh gevoynen tsu geyn kin
Svir:

Zingendik,

Tantsndik,

Un az yidn geyen kin Svir,

Geyt men mit a tants,

Un az yidn geyen kin Svir,
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Geyt men mit a tants. JIRD R 07 v 0l

Kin Svir fort men nit, ,071 797 0IRD N0 PP
Kin Svir geyt men, ,JUR 1073 0 PR
Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh, ,w7pnm 21pn2 IRT 1K 910 72
Vayl Svir iz dokh bimkoym hamikdosh. .w7pnn 21pna X7 1R 10 2

Kin Svir darf men oyle regl zayn, L1227 230 79I VR IRT 0 PP
Oyle regl zayn. J21 90w
Regl iz dokh der taytsh a yontef, 210207 R WYY T IRT PR 920
Gut yontef, gut yontef, ,210201° V12 ,210207° V1A
Gut yontef, gut yontef, ,210201° V12 ,210207° VIA
Zingendik, LPYTIVAT
Tantsndik, ,PYTIXINY
Un az yidn geyen kin Svir, , N0 1R YR T IR IR
Iz a groyser yontef, 2102071 WM K PN
Un az yidn geyen kin Svir, , N0 1R YR 7T IR IR
Iz a groyser yontef. 2102071 WM K X
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Zol ikh zayn a rov

Zol ikh zayn a rov,

Ken ikh nit kin toyre,
Zol ikh zayn a soykher,
Hob ikh nit kin skhoyre.

Un di ferd geyen nit,

Un di reder dreyen nit,
A trunk bronfn vilt zikh,
Un dos vayb shilt zikh,
Ze ikh mir a shteyn,
Zits ikh mir un veyn.

Zol ikh zayn a shoykhet,
Halt ikh nit kin khalef,
Zol ikh zayn a melamed,
Ken ikh nit kin alef.

Un di ferd geyen nit,

Un di reder dreyen nit,
A trunk bronfn vilt zikh,
Un dos vayb shilt zikh,
Ze 1kh mir a shteyn,
Zits ikh mir un veyn.
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A khazn af shabes

Iz gekumen tsu forn

In a kleyn shtetele,

A khazn af shabes.
Zaynen gekumen em hern
Dray shenste balebatim
Fun shtetele,

Dray shenste balebatim
Fun shtetele.

Eyner a shnayderl,

Der tsveyter a kavoltshikl,
Un der driter — a balegotshikl.
Ruft zikh op der shnayderl,
Ruft zikh op der shnayderl:
Oy vey, vey-vey-vey,

Hot er gedavnt,

Hot er gedavnt.

Ot azoy vi m’git mit nodl a shtokh,

Mit ayzn a bren,
Ay-ay-ay, ay-ay-ay,
Iz dos a khazn,
Ay-voy-voy-voy,
Voy-voy-voy-voy,
Hot er gedavnt.

Ruft zikh op der kovaltshikl,
Ruft zikh op der kovaltshikl:
Oy-hoy-hoy, hoy-hoy-hoy,
Hot er gedavnt.

Azoy vi m’git mit di kleshtshes a
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kvetsh,

Mit hamer a zets,
Oy 1z dos a khazn,
Oy-voy-voy-voy,
Hot er gedavnt.

Ruft zikh op der balegoltshikl,
Voy-voy, voy-voy,

Hot er gedavnt,

Hot er gedavnt.

Azoy vi m’git mit di leytses a tsi,
Mit baytsh, oy, a khmal,

Ay 1z dos a khazn,
Nyo-nyo-nyo, nyo-nyo,

Iz dos a khazn,

Iz dos a khazn.
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Der rebe

Sha, shtil, makht nit kin gvald,

Der rebe geyt shoyn tantsn vider.

Sha, shtil, makht nit kin gvald,

Der rebe geyt shoyn tantsn vider.

Un az der rebe tantst,
Tantsn azh di vent,
Lomir ale, lomir ale
Plyesken mit di hent.

Sha, shtil, makht nit kin gvald,

Der rebe geyt shoyn tantsn vider.

Sha, shtil, makht nit kin gvald,

Der rebe geyt shoyn tantsn vider.
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For ikh mir aroys

For ikh mir aroys, in a sheyner
boyd,

Mit ferdelekh fir in der breyt.

A khoyshek, a vyuge, m’zet nit di
velt,

Di vegn farveyet, farshneyt.

Vyo-vyo, ferdelekh,
Vyo-vyo, odlerlekh,

Heybt uf di kepelekh hoykh,
Firt di por shayndelekh,
Treyslt di beyndelekh,

Vyo az geyn zol a roykh.

Gekumen in a kretshme

Gants shpet in der nakht

Un gefint dort a daytsh

Bam vog:

A yid, a bal-kheshbn

An ayzerne kop,

Er makht dort lekhayim biz tog,
Fartrunken di nakht,

Fartrunken di ferd,

Gekumen aheym mit der baytsh.

Vyo-vyo, vaybele,
Vyo-vyo, taybele,

A groshn af shabes nito,
Nor sha-sha zorg zikh nit,
Sha sha, klog zikh nit,

A Got in himl iz do.
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A pastekh Iid

Ver stradayet nokh azoy af der velt,
V1 ikh bidner hirt,

Mayn nefeshl hob ikh farkoyft far
gelt,

Tsu dinen ernst mayn virt.

A gantsn tog in di felder,
In di1 velfishe velder,

Ikh farshilt zikh mayn lebn vobshtse,

Nor dos iz mayn nekhome,

Ikh kvel fun der hashlome,

Ale shefelekh shrayen tsu mir me,
me, me.

A blyask af tog azeyger tsvey,
Vakh ikh mir shoyn uf aleyn.

In ale fir dorf-ekn,

Tu ikh fayfn, tu ikh vekn.

Ikh shter yedern zayn ru,

Her, der hon hot shoyn gegebn a
krey,

(In derfele, ergets-vu),

Di shreklekhe tkie gdoyle

Nor dos iz mayn nekhome,

Ikh kvel fun der hashlome,

Ale shefelekh shrayen tsu mir me-
me-me.
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Amol 1z geven
a pastekhl

Amol iz geven a pastekhl, a
pastekhl,

Iz em farlorn gegangen zayn
eyneyntsik shefele.

Geyt er,

Zeter,

A fur mit shteyndelekh,

Mit shteyndelekh,

Hot er gemeynt az dos 1z fun
shefele di beyndelekh.

Zogt er adoyni, adoyni, adoyni,
Tsi nye batshelti,

Tsi nye videlti

Moye ovtsi.

Makht er: nye,

Oy vey, oy vey,
Nima-nishto,

Nima-nishto,

A yak zhe ya damoy pridu!
A yak zhe ya damoy pridu!

Amol iz geven a pastekhl, a
pastekhl,

Iz em farlorn gegangen zayn
eyneyntsik shefele.

Geyt er,
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Zet er,

A fur mit dernerlekh,

Mit dernerlekh,

Hot er gemeynt az dos i1z fun
shefele di hernerlekh.

Geyt er,

Zet er,

A fur mit niselekh,

Mit niselekh,

Hot er gemeynt az dos i1z fun
shefele di fiselekh.

Zogt er adoyni, adoyni, adoyni,
Tsi nye batshelti,

Tsi nye videlti

Moye ovtsi?

Makht er: nye,

Oy vey, oy vey,
Nima-nishto,

Nima-nishto,

A yak zhe ya damoy pridu!
A yak zhe ya damoy pridu!
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Di fayerdike libe

Di fayerdike libe,

71 tut in hartsn brenen,

Oy, ziser got, du veyst dem emes,
Az mir kenen zikh nit nemen.

Shuldik iz dayn tate,

Shuldik 1z dayn mame,

Un du aleyn, mayn tayer lebn,
Bist shuldik mer fun ale.

Af morgn inderfri

Der pastekh blozt zayn horn.
Ikh mit mayn tayer lebn
Antlofn gevorn.

In a fremder shtot,

Tsvishn fremde mentshn,

Ver ken undz tsu der khupe firn?
Un ver vet undz bentshn?

In a fremder shtot,

Tsvishn fremde mentshn,

Zey veln undz tsu der khupe firn
Un Got vet undz bentshn.
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Vos bistu, meydele,
broygez

Vos bistu, meydele, broygez,
Vos haltstu aropgelozn di noz,
Un oyb du vilst,

Vel ikh dir zogn dayn yikhes,
Vestu visn ver du bist:
Tay-da-fidl-lidl-lam,
Tay-da-fidl-lidl-lam,
Hayda-hayda, ha!

Dayn tate iz a shmaravozhnik,
Dayn mame ganvet fish in mark,
Dayn bruder i1z a ferd-ganev

Un dayn shvester lebt mit a
soldat.

Tay-da-fidl-lidl-lam,
Tay-da-fidl-lidl-lam,
Hayda-hayda, ha!
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D1 gildene pave

Iz gefloygn di gildene pave
Iber ale yamen,

Loz grisn du, gildene foygl,
Mayn liber, hartsiker mamen.

Gefloygn, gefloygn di gildene pave
Iber taykh dem glatn,

Loz grisn du, gildene foygl,

Mayn libn, hartsikn tatn.

Gefloygn, gefloygn di gildene pave
Iber ale felder,

Hot zi farlorn di gildene feder

In di fremde lender.
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Gendzelekh

Dort bam taykhl, nit vayt fun dem
shtetl,

Pashet di gendzelekh a meydele gor
sheyn.

Di eygelekh glantsn, af lipelekh a
shmeykhl,

Zingt 71 a lidl af aheym tsu geyn.

Hay-la, hay-la, hay-la, hay-la,
Loyft zhe, gendzelekh, aheym,
aheym, aheym.

Der alter goner, er meg afile platsn,
Vel ikh em nit mitnemen, neyn un
neyn un neyn.

Vos toyg mir zayne raykhe palatsn,
Az ikh bin nokh azoy yung un
sheyn.

Hay-la, hay-la, hay-la, hay-la,
Loyft zhe, gendzelekh, aheym,
aheym, aheym.
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Bin ikh mir a
shayderl

Bin ikh mir a shnayderl,
Leb ikh mir tog oys, tog ayn,
Lustik, freylekh un fayn.

Zog mir, shnayderl,
Libinker un guter,

Git dir di nodl,

Genug af broyt mit puter?

Ikh krig in a vokh

Tsvey gildn mit a drayer,
Ikh es nor broyt,

Vayl puter iz tsu tayer.

Bin ikh mir a shusterl,
Leb ikh mir tog oys, tog ayn,
Lustik, freylekh un fayn.

Zog mir, shusterl,
Hostu vos tsu kayen,
Felt dir oys,

Krigstu vu tsu layen?

Keyner layt nit,
Keyner git af orves,
Ikh bin a shuster,
Gey 1kh take borves.

Bin ikh mir a blekherl,
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Leb ikh mir tog oys, tog ayn,
Lustik, freylekh un fayn.

Zog mir, blekher,

Vi groys 1z ba dir di noyt?
Hostu af bulbes,

Hostu genug af broyt?

Ikh bin a blekher,
Farrikht ikh ale dekher,

Ba mir in shtub rint fun ale
dekher.

Bin ikh mir a kremerl,
Leb ikh mir tog oys, tog ayn,
Lustik, freylekh un fayn.

Zog mir, kremerl,

Hostu mit vos tsu handlen,
Hostu in kreml

Rozhinkes mit mandlen?

Ikh hob in kreml
Far tsvey groshn skhoyre,

Ikh shlep dem dales
Un ikh bentsht dem goyrl.
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Mit a nodl, on a nodl

Mit a nodl, on a nodl,
Ney ikh mir bekoved godl,
Mit a nodl, on a nodl,
Ney ikh mir bekoved godl.

Zitsn zits ikh a fis af a fis,
Vayl mayn arbet 1z tsuker zis.

Mit a nodl, on a nodl,
Ney ikh mir bekoved godl.

Ikh ney un ney a gantse vokh,
Un ney mir oys a gantse lokh.
Mit a nodl, on a nodl,

Ney ikh mir bekoved godl.

Tsien tsi ikh mir di pastrige
Un es mir di mamelige.
Mit a nodl, on a nodl,

Ney ikh mir bekoved godl.

Shabes gey ikh aroys vi in posek shteyt,
In di eygene bgodim vos ikh hob aleyn

geneyt.
Mit a nodl, on a nodl,
Ney ikh mir bekoved godl.
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Indroysn 1z fintster

Indroysn iz fintster,

Indroysn iz fintster, s’iz shpet
banakht:

M’hert kin shorkh, kin zhum, kin

feygele
Flien af der gas.

Oy, vu bistu geven,

Ikh vil mit dir tsvey verter reydn,

Oy, vu bistu geven,
Ikh vil mit dir tsuzamen zayn.

To kum aroys tsu mir,
Mayn tayer zis lebn.

Ikh shtey in gas un vart
Un veys aleyn nit farvos.

To kum zhe aroys,

Ikh vil mit dir tsvey verter reydn,

Oy, kum zhe aroys,
Ikh vil mit dir tsuzamen zayn.

Oy dayn sheyn ponim,

Mit dayne shvartsinke eygelekh,
Un dayn moyl mit dayne sheyne
vaysinke tseyn.

To kum zhe aroys,

Ikh vil mit dir tsvey verter reydn,

Oy, kum zhe aroys,
Ikh vil mit dir tsuzamen zayn.
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Oy, 1kh fir a libe

Oy, ikh fir a libe,

Kh’ken shoyn mame krik nit khapn;
Oy, tsugebundn bin ikh, mame, vi
mit a shtrikele,

Kh’ken shoyn mame krik nit khapn.

Af der gas geyt a regn,

Un s’iz a groyse khmare,

Ikh hob farshpilt mayne yunge yorn
In tsores un in maynes.

Oy vey in tsores un in maynes,
Dos 1z der tog fun mayn geborn,
Ikh hob gehat aza tayern diment,
Ikh hob em take farlorn.

Mayn mame flegt mir shtendik fregn,

Mayn kind, vos geystu arum azoy
fartrakht,

Oy, mame, vi ken ikh dir dertseyln,
Vos es ligt mir in mayn harts.

In mayn harts ligt a tayerer diment,
Vos ikh ken em nit gefinen,

Un vu ikh gey un vu ikh shtey,
Ligt es mir in mayn zinen.
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Di mame 1z gegangen

Di mame iz gegangen in mark arayn
nokh koyln,

Hot zi mir gebrakht a yingele fun
poyln.

Ay, 1z dos a yingele a sheyns un a
fayns,

Mit di shvartse eygelekh, ketsele du
mayns.

D1 mame iz gegangen in mark arayn
nokh kroyt,

Hot zi mir gebrakht a yingele fun
boyd.

Ay, iz dos a yingele a sheyns un a
fayns,

Mit di vayse tseyndelekh, ketsele du
mayns.

Ikh hob gegesn mandlen, ikh hob
getrunken vayn,

Ikh hob gelibt a yingele un ken on em

nit zayn.

Ay, iz dos a yingele a sheyns un a
fayns,

Mit di shvartse herelekh, ketsele du
mayns.
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Shpilt zhe mir dem
nayem sher

Shpilt zhe mir dem nayem sher,
Vos iz aroysgekumen.

Kh’hob zikh farlibt in yingele a
sheynem,

Un ken tsu em nit kumen.
Kh’volt tsu em gekumen,

Voynt er zeyer vayt.

Kh’volt dokh em a kush gegebn,
Shem ikh zikh far layt.

Nit azoy far layt,

Vi far Got aleyn,

Kh’volt mit em farbrakht di tsayt,
Az keyner zol nit zen.
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Tants meydele tants

Tants, meydele, tants,
Na dir a malke-krants,
Ze 1n himl dayne shtern,
Bald vestu a kale vern,
Tants, meydele, tants.

Makhateneste, mazl-tov!
Bakumen an even-tov
Lang, oy, lang gehart,

Dem shenstn eydem oysgevart.

Kum, kum, sheyne kale,
Kumt, kumt, ale, ale.
Kh’vel aykh vunder vayzn,
Libe, shtark vi ayzn,

A shtibele fun gold,
Fentsterlekh fun shtern,
Dimentn fun trern,

Khosn kale hobn zikh holt.

A por ferd yogn zikh,
Khosn kale freyen zikh.
Tsimbl-bimbl, tu a klung,
Mazl-mazl, tu a shprung!
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Deryogt di yunge yorn

Afn barg, ibern barg,

Flien toybn porn.

Nor gor kin nakhes nit derlebt,
Avek mayne yunge yorn.

Shpant zhe, brider, ferd un vogn,
Lomir loyfn, yogn!

Tomer veln mir nokh deryogn
Undzere yunge yorn.

Shoyn deryogt di yunge yorn
Af der hoykher brik;

Yorn, yorn, kert zikh um,
Khotsh in gest tsurik.

Neyn, neyn mir veln zikh nit umkern,

S’1z nito tsu vemen;
Hot ir frier nit gedarft
Undz azoy farshemen.
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Bayt zhe mir a finf un
tsvantsiker

Bayt zhe mir a finf un tsvantsiker
Af samerodne drayer,

Un shpilt zhe mir, klezmorimlekh,
A lidele a tayer.

Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom tshe ra.

Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom tshe ra.

Bayt zhe mir oys a finf un
tsvantsiker

Af samerodne tsener,

Un shpil zhe mir, klezmorimlekh,
Dos lidele nokh shener.

Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom tshe ra.

Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom tshe ra.
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Bayt zhe mir oys a finf un
tsvantsiker

Af same imperyaln,

Ikh vel betn di klezmorimlekh,
Zey zoln zikh nit ayln.

Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom tshe ra.
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-rim-tshi,
Rom-tshe-ruakh.
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Mamenyu-lyubenyu

Mamenyu, lyubenyu, kroynele, libinke,

Shvayg shoyn a vaylinke shtil,
Lesh in mir oys mayn helish fayer
Un gib mir shoyn vemen ikh vil.

Ikh hob zikh ayngelibt in a sheyn
yingele,

Sheyn vi a rendele gold.

Em, mamenyu, hob ikh take
gevolt,

Em, mamenyu, hob ikh gelibt.

Shpatsirn zaynen mir beyde gegangen,
Arum un arum dem bulvar.

Ale meydelekh shpiln libes

Un ikh bin geblibn tsum nar.

Mayne tsores hobn arumgeringlt,
Azoy vi a bonder a fas,

Hayntike yingelekh iz azoyfl tsu
gleybn,

Azoy vi dem hunt af der gas.
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Oy, dortn, dortn

Oy, dortn, dortn, ibern vaserl,
Oy, dortn, dortn, ibern brik,
Fartribn hostu mikh in di vayte
lender

Un benken benk ikh nokh dir tsurik.

Oy, helf mir, gotenyu, oy, Got in
himl,

Oy, helf mir, gotenyu, s’iz mir nit
gut.

Shoyn tsvey dray yorelekh vi mir
shpiln a libe

Un oysshpiln di libe kenen mir nit.

Oy, dayne eygelekh vi di shvartse
karshelekh

Un dayne lipelekh vi rozeve papir,
Un dayne fingerlekh vi tint un

feder,
Oy shraybn zolstu ofte briv tsu mir.
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Laytishe mazoles

Laytishe mazoles tuen afn vaser
shvimen,

Ikh zukh mayn mazl un ken nit
gefinen.

Okh un vey, vi biter 1z mir,
In a fremdn land ba a fremdn tish.

Mayn baleboste zogt: est! Nit shem
zikh.

Un 1in hartsn trakht zi: tsum broyt nit
nem zikh.

Oy un vey, vi biter iz mir,
In a fremdn land ba a fremdn tish.

Mayn mame flegt mir gebn esn
Un zogn: es, mayn kind.

In hartsn flegt zi trakhtn,

Zayn zolstu gezunt.

Okh un vey, vi biter iz mir,
In a fremdn land ba a fremdn tish.

Un az mayn mame zol es visn,
Az ikh shlof banakht gor on a kishn.

Okh un vey, vi biter iz mir,
In a fremdn land ba a fremdn tish.
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A breytele

Der tate hot a breytele in shtub
arayngebrakht,

Eyns 1z dos breytele un mayler
zaynen akht,

Eyns 1z dos breytele un mayler
zaynen akht.

Di mame git dos breytele, fargest
nit keynem nit,

Ale esn dos breytele, m’halt shoyn
indermit.

Farn same pitsele vos hot nokh nit
kin tseyn,

Iz genug fun breytele di skorinke
aleyn.

Azoy hot dos breytele di mame
ayngeteylt,

Knakn ale tseyndelekh un tantsn
azh far freyd,

Knakn ale tseyndelekh un tantsn
azh far freyd.

Knakn ale tseyndelekh, nor kha-
kha-kha vi sheyn,

S’hot tate-mame fargesn zikh
aleyn,

S’hot tate-mame fargesn zikh
aleyn.
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Lomir

Lomir ale fraynt bagrisn,
Lomir ale fraynt bagrisn,
Lomir-lomir-lomir,
Lomir-lomir-lomir,
Lomir ale fraynt bagrisn.

Lomir ale trinken lekhayim,
Lomir ale trinken lekhayim,
Lekhayim-lekhayim-lekhayim,
Lekhayim-lekhayim-lekhayim,
Lomir ale trinken lekhayim.
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D1 tekhter oysgegebn

Ven mit mazl, gezunt un lebn

Dos eltste tekhterl veln mir
oysgebn,

Veln mir tantsn, tantsn arop,

An ol fun kop.

Ay, veln mir tantsn, tantsn, tantsn,
Arop an ol fun kop.

Shpilt, klezmorim, shpilt mit lebn,
Dos eltste tekhterl haynt
oysgegebn,

Shpilt, klezmorim, shpilt mit lebn,
Dos eltste tekhterl oysgegebn,
Nokh geblibn tekhter tsvey,

Vi halt men shoyn ba zey.

Shpilt, klezmorim,

Nemt di klezayin,

Zol di gantse velt mit undz zikh
freyen.

Fun undzer simkhe veys nor eyn
got,

Un der vos oykh tekhter hot.

Ven mir veln zen shoyn dos
tsveyte meydl,

Ongeton in vaysn khupe kleydl,
Veln mir trinken un freylekh zayn,
Arop fun harts a shteyn.

Veln mir trinken,
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Veln mir trinken,
Arop fun harts a shteyn.

Shpilt, klezmorim,

Shpilt, klezmorim,

D1 tsveyte tokhter gibn mir oys in
freyd.

Nokh di tsveyte hobn mir,

Vi halt men shoyn ba ir.

Shpilt, klezmorim, far undz
makhatonim,

Zoln a leb ton oykh amol
kabtsonim.

A kind oysgegebn, oy gotenyu,
A meydl nokh dertsu.

Ven ba der letster tokhter

Mir veln shpiln hern,

Veln mir troyerik shteyn un klern
Dos letste tekhterl shoyn oykh
avek

Dos letste tekhterl shoyn oykh
avek

Shpil, klezmorim, bazetst di kale,
Tsugenumen fun undz di kinder
ale

Oy, shver geven tekhter dray,
Oy, shverer nokh on zey.

Shpilt, klezmorim, aroys in trern,
Dos letste betl vet haynt leydik
vern.
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S’falt a shney

S’falt a shney,
S’falt a shney.
Tog un nakht,
Nor ikh ney,
Nor ikh ney.

Indroysn geyt a regn,
Indroysn geyt a regn,

Un s’falt a shney, a shney,
Un s’falt a shney, a shney.
Mayne yunge yorn

Hob ikh ongevorn

Zitsndik shtendik bam geney.

S’falt a shney,
S’falt a shney.

Tog un nakht,

Nor ikh ney,

Nor ikh ney.
Mayne yunge yorn
Hob ikh ongevorn

Zitsndik shtendik bam geney.
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Eyder 1kh
leyg zikh shlofn

Eyder ikh leyg zikh shlofn,

Darf ikh shoyn ufshteyn,
Mit mayne kranke beyner
Tsu der arbet geyn.

Tsu Got vel ikh veynen
Mit a groys geveyn.
Tsu vos ikh bin geborn
A neytorin tsu zayn.

Ikh kum shpet tsu der arbet,

S’iz dokh vayt der veg,
Shlogt men mir op
Far halbe teg.

Tsu Got vel ikh veynen
Mit a groys geveyn.
Tsu vos ikh bin geborn
A neytorin tsu zayn.

Nodlen vern tsebrokhn
Fuftsn a minut;

D1 finger vern tseshrokhn,
Es rint fun zey dos blut.

Tsu Got vel ikh veynen
Mit a groys geveyn.
Tsu vos ikh bin geborn
A neytorin tsu zayn.
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S’1z mayn
tayerer farfloygn

Oy-oy, di shvartse oygn,

S’iz mayn tayerer farfloygn.
Kh’veys nit ven, kh’veys nit vu,
Ikh veys nor az ikh hob kin ru.

Oy-oy, di feygl flyen,

Mayn harts nokh zey tut tsyen.
S’iz mayn eyntsiker antrunen
Un ikh ken em nit gefinen.

Arum mir di royte blumen,

Mir zogt dos harts, er vet nit kumen.

Biter iz mir, oy-oy-oy,
Umetik un pust azoy.

Rayf vern di korn-zangen,

S’hot a shed mayn harts gefangen.

Ikh hob gegloybt dem vint in feld
Un azoy farshpilt mayn velt.
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Ikh zits un shpil mir
af der gitare

Ikh zits un shpil mir af der gitare

Un zing zikh mir a lid far zikh aleyn.
Oy, mayn stradanye veys nor Got dem
emes,

Mayn stradanye veys nor Got aleyn.

Shpatsirn zaynen mir beyde gegangen,
Arum un arum dem kaylekhdikhn
vokzal,

Oy, geshvorn hot er mir, mame,

Az ikh vel zayn zayn vayb un er mayn
man.

Shpatsirn zaynen mir beyde gegangen,
Arum un arum dem gorodskoy shpitol.
An umkheyn oy mame, hot er af mir
gevorfn,

An umkheyn, mame, mame, mitamol.

Ikh zits un shpil mir af der gitare

Un zing zikh mir a lidl tsu zikh aleyn,
Mayn stradanye veys nor Got dem
emes,

Oy, mayn stradanye veys nor er aleyn.
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Af di felder

Af di felder vintn veyen,
Kum Khayke korn zeyen.

Dortn tsien vayte vegn,
Kum Khayke zets zikh lebn mir.

Neyn, ikh vil nit zitsn lebn dir,
Vayl mentshn zogn az ikh lib dir.

To vos zhe art dir vos mentshn zogn,
Loyf, Khayke, ikh vel dikh yogn.

Un oyb ikh khap dir, bistu mayne,
Ye, Khayke, du bist mayne.

Du bist mayne, veysn ale,
Kum, Khayke, zay mayn kale.

VIOV T AR

LU O WTIYD T AR
VT TIRP YRR O

SRV VORN JOX J0INT
N 17AYR T YYT L Upy o

,2707 127 1X0T 091 DN R,
ST 299 PR IR PART W01V Do

JART JWDIVA DRI T VIR YWT DR R
JAR T OYN PR LYpuY Y

V12 100°2 ,777 HRI TR 2N 1IN
JIU VO 1T, YpR LY

LUK 107N, VIV U092 1T
120 700 0T ypeD Op

95  MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A geneyve

Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn,
Iz gevezn ba mayn rebn,
Ba mayn rebn 1z gevezn
A geneyve.

Z1ibn hemder v1 d1 bekher,

Dray mit lates, fir mir lekher,

Ba mayn rebn 1z gevezn
A geneyve.

Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn,
Iz gevezn ba mayn rebn,
Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn
A geneyve.

Zibn laykhter vi di shtern,
Dray on fis un fir on rern,
Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn
A geneyve.

Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn,
Iz gevezn ba mayn rebn,
Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn
A geneyve.

Zibn hener vi di tsigl,
Dray on kep un fir on fligl,
Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn

A geneyve.
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Ba mayn rebn i1z gevezn,
Iz gevezn ba mayn rebn,
Ba mayn rebn iz gevezn
A geneyve.

Zibn meydn vi di sosnes,
Dray on tseyn un fir on yasles,
Ba mayn rebn 1z gevezn

A ganeyve.

Ba mayn rebn 1z gevezn,
Iz gevezn ba mayn rebn,
Ba mayn rebn 1z gevezn
A ganeyve.
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Fregt di velt an alte
kashe

Fregt di velt an alte kashe:
Tradi, tradi-ridi-rom?

Entfert men: tradi-ridi-rom, tradi,
Tradi-ridi-rom.

Un az men vil ken men dokh zogn:

Tra-di!

Blaybt dokh vayter di alte kashe,
Tradi, tradi, ridi-rom.
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Tankhum

Tankhum, vos zhe zitstu azoy
farzunken,

In tife rayoynes,

Khaver, nem zikh tsu dem shier,
Lern toyre mit groys kheyshek,
Kranke zeln,

Tut dos heyln,

Dos tut brengen brokhe v’hatslokhe,
Dos helft ayedn eynem,

Der vos lernt toyre.

Her tsu mayn khaver,

Es dringen tener fun der gas arayn.
Es shpiln freylekh di klezmorim,
Dos firt men mayn Dvoyrelen tsu
der khupe.

Mayn hofenung oysgeloshn,

In mayn hartsn dringt kin
shtral-likht.

Khaver, vos helft mir dayn treystn,
Mayn harts far payn fargeyt mir.
Oy, vey mame,

Tayere mame.

Reb Akive hoyo oymer,
Reb Akive hoyo oymer.
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Flantst mayn shvesterl

a gortn

Flantst mayn shvesterl a gortn,
Vaksn sheyne blumen dortn,
O-ho, o-ho!

Un az mir vet amol biter vern
In mayn lebn, in mayn shvern,
O-ho, o-ho!

Vel ikh in dem gortn kumen,
Ruen ba di sheyne blumen,
O-ho, o-ho!

Un az mir vet amol biter vern
In mayn lebn, in mayn shvern,
O-ho, o-ho,

Vel ikh ba dem brunem zinken

Un dos klore vaser trinken,
O-ho, o-ho.
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Forn forstu
fun mir avek

Forn forstu fun mir avek,

Tayer lebn mayn,

Tsu dem priziv forstu zikh shoyn
shteln,

Helf zhe mir shoyn, gotenyu,
Zolst aroys fun keysers hent,

Un der gantser prisutsve

Zolstu nit gefeln.

Vos zhe hostu mir azoyns
opgeton,

Tayer lebn mayn,

Vos ikh beynk azoy nokh dir, oy
nokh dir,

Ikh hob dir gornit opgeton,
Tayer lebn mayn,

Ikh hob zikh poshet ayngelibt in
dir,

Oy in dir.

Forn forstu fun mir avek,
Oy, tayer lebn mayn,
Taykhn trern vel ikh fargisn,
Helf zhe mir shoyn, gotenyu,
Zolst aroys fun keysers hent
Un mir zoln shoyn kenen
Fun a khasene shmuesn.
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Berele

Berele, mayn libinker,
Ikh hob tsu dir a bakoshe.

Perele, mayn libinke,
Vos 1z dayn bakoshe?

Ven mit mazl ikh vel hobn

A yingele in freydn,

Vil ikh undzer kind zol heysn
Nokh mayn frumen zeydn,
Vil ikh undzer kind zol heysn
Nokh mayn frumen zeydn.

Farvos epes nokh dayn zeydn,
Ikh hob dokh oykh a deye,
Host dokh ersht gehat a meydl
Nokh dayn bobe Leye,

Host dokh ersht gehat a meydl
Nokh dayn bobe Leye.

Berele, mayn manele,
Ikh vil dir epes dermonen.

Perele, mayn vaybele,
Vos vilstu mir dermonen?

Du fargest az undzer Leybke
Heyst shoyn nokh dayn zeydn,

Farvos klaybstu zikh di yungen,

Varfst mikh tsu di meydn,

Farvos klaybstu zikh di yungen,
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Varfst mikh tsu di meydn.

Du fargest az nokh dayn tatn
Heyst shoyn undzer Nokhem,
Er iz derfar in em gerotn,

Nit kin groyser khokhem,

Er iz derfar in em gerotn,

Nit kin groyser khokhem.

Berele, mayn tayer,
Ikh vil dir epes zogn.

Perele, mayn tayere,
Vos vilstu mir zogn?

Vos zhe darf men itst zikh krign,
Lomir nor derlebn,

Vel ikh davke nokh mayn zeydn
Kinder a nomen gebn,

Vel ikh davke nokh mayn zeydn
Kinder a nomen gebn.

Vos zhe dafke itst zikh krign
Un umazist tsu reydn,

Efsher vet gor zayn a tsviling,
S’ken gor zayn tsvey meydn,
Efsher vet gor zayn a tsviling,
S’ken gor zayn tsvey meydn.
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Gey 1kh mir shpatsirn

Gey ikh mir shpatsirn,
Tra-la-la-la-la-la.

Bagegn 1kh a bokher,
Aha-aha.

Er zogt, er vet mikh nemen,
Tra-la-la-la-la-la.

Er leygt mikh op af zumer,
Aha-aha.

Der zumer 1z gekumen,
Tra-la-la-la-la-la.

Er hot mikh nit genumen,
Aha-aha.

Itst vil er mir shoyn nemen,
Tra-la-la-la-la-la.

Itst vil ikh em nit kenen,
Aha-aha.
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A tsigayner lid

Eyn-aleyn,

Aleyn-aleyn,

Iz geblibn

A tsigayner, elnt vi a shteyn.
Ferdlekh ganvenen, meydlekh libn,
Flegt er zingen dos lid azoy sheyn:

Tsu vos mir zorgn

Farn morgn,

Gis dem bekher on mit vayn, vayn!
Heyb dem bekher,

Hekher, hekher,
Mit dem vayn, fargis dayn payn.
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Y oske fort avek

Oy, oy, oy, Yoske fort avek,
Nokh a sho un nokh a sho,
Der poyezd geyt avek.

Koyf mir nit kin lokenes

Un makh mikh nit sheyn;
Koyf dir a por shtivelekh,
Tsum priziv darfstu geyn.

Oy, oy, oy, Yoske fort avek,
Lomir zikh gezegenen,
Der poyezd geyt avek.

Der ban iz shoyn gekumen,
Un es khapt mikh on a shrek,
Oy, oy, oy, Yoske fort avek.

Oy, oy, oy, Yoske fort avek,
Nokh a kush un nokh a kush,
Der poyezd geyt avek.
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Lid fun di “khaper” tsaytn ~ *u23 *wax,, *7 112 7°7

Az Aleksander Pavlovitsh iz meylekh Tom R WYMNRINRD WTIROPYIN TR
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Blayb gezunterheyt
(lid fun di “khaper” tsaytn)

Blayb gezunterheyt,
Mayne libe eltern,

Ikh for fun aykh avek
In a vaytn veg,

Vu kin vint veyet nit
Un kin hon kreyet nit
Un vu kin foygl flit nit.

Blayb gezunterheyt,
Mayne libe eltern,
Ikh for fun aykh avek
In a vaytn veg,

Got zol aykh gebn
Gezunt un lebn,

Un mir a gliklekhn veg.

VITIVLNIY vaRha
(Jo2X VBRI, °T 110 T°7)
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A brivele
fun der milkhome

Kum ikh dir a brivele shraybn,

Un shraybn shrayb ikh dir, mame, fun

mayn gezunt.
Oy, a hant hot men mir aropgeshosn,

Un af mayne oygn bin ikh, mame,
blind.

Lig ikh mir in balnitse geranyet,
Un di doktoyrim shteyen arum mir.
Mayn harts vert mit blut opgegosn,
Un du, mayn mame, bist nito lebn
mir.

Ikh shrayb oykh dir, mayn sheyne
kale,

Un shraybn shrayb ikh dir vegn dir
aleyn:

Di tnoyim zolstu tseraysn,

Un mit a tsveytn tsu der khupe geyn.
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Nito mer dos gesele

Vu iz dos gesele?
Vu iz di shtub?

Vu iz dos meydele,
Di vos kh’hob lib?
Ot iz dos gesele,
Ot iz di shtub,

Ot iz dos meydele, di vos kh’hob

lib.

Vu iz dos taykhele?
Vu 1z di mil?

Vu iz dos derfele?
Vu 1z di shul?

Ot iz dos taykhele,
Ot iz di mil,

Ot 1z dos derfele,
Ot iz di shul.

Nito mer dos gesele,
Nito mer di shtub,
Nito mer dos meydele,
Di vos kh’hob lib.
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Du-du, du-du-du 17217217 177

Reboyne shel oylem, ,077% HWw 1112
Kh’vel dir a dudele zingen, LJUADT YRYTIT R 0T HYN'D
Du, du-du-du, du-du, 7217 1777 17
Vu ken ikh dir ye gefinen? VIDYA V¥ T PR VP IRN
Vu ken ikh dir nit gefinen? VIOV V1 T PR VP IR

Du, du-du-du, du,
Az vu ikh gey — du,
Vu ikh shtey — du,
Rak du,

Nor du,

Vider du,

Ober du,
Du-du-du, du, du,
Iz emetsn gut, du,
Kholile shlekht, du.
Ay, du, du-du-du,
Mizrekh du,
Mayrev du,

Tsofn du,

Dorem du,

Du, du-du-du, du.
Shomayim — du,
Erets — du,

Mayle — du,

Mate — du,

Du, du-du-du,

Vu ikh ker zikh,

Vu ikh vend zikh, du,

Ay, du!
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Az moshiakh vet kumen

Vos veln mir ton,

Az moshiakh vet kumen?
Az moshiakh vet kumen,
Veln mir makhn a sudenyu.

Vos veln mir esn af der
sudenyu?

Dem shorabor,

Dem shorabor veln mir esn
Af der sudenyu.

Vos veln mir trinken

Af der sudenyu?

Dem yeyn hameshumer,

Dem yeyn hameshumer veln mir
trinken,

Dem shorabor veln mir esn

Af der sudenyu.

Ver vet undz toyre lern
Af der sudenyu?
Moyshe rabeynu,

Moyshe rabeynu vet undz toyre lernen,

Dem yeyn hameshumer veln mir
trinken,

Dem shorabor veln mir esn

Af der sudenyu.

Ver vet undz shpiln
Af der sudenyu?
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Dovid hameylekh,

Dovid hameylekh vet undz shpiln,
Moyshe rabeynu vet undz toyre lernen,
Dem yeyn hameshumer veln mir
trinken,

Dem shorabor veln mir esn

Af der sudenyu.

Ver vet undz khokhme zogn

Af der sudenyu?

Shloyme hameylekh,

Shoyme hameylekh vet undz khokhme
zogn,

Dovid hameylekh vet undz shpiln,
Moyshe rabeynu vet undz toyre lernen,
Dem yeyn hameshumer veln mir
trinken,

Dem shorabor veln mir esn

Af der sudenyu.
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Hob ikh mir a gantsn
daym

fun Yoysef Grinshpan

(fun di krizis-yorn, in Amerike)

Hob ikh mir a gantsn daym,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Un der daym iz oykh nit mayn,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la.

Lomir ale freylekh zayn,
Kumt mit mir in sheynk arayn,
Hulyen, brider, trinken vayn,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la.

Nit kin vayb, nit kin kind,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la,

Bin ikh freylekh vi der vint,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la.

Lomir ale freylekh zayn,

Kumt mit mir in sheynk arayn,
Hulyen, shvester, trinken vayn,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la.

Lomir makhn fun mitvokh shabes,

Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la,
Un nit zayn vi alte babes,
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la.
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Lomir ale freylekh zayn, 12T YR YR NRY

Kumt mit mir in sheynk arayn, 2R PIVY PR 00 DI ORI
Hulyen, brider, trinken vayn, ,10N VR0 LT L1
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la. RP2R9287289 ,R9-89280
Ver s’hot a halbn doler, ,IWORT 12987 K LRI’ 9N
Tra-la-la, la-la-1a-1a, R2RD2R9280 X289
Der vet zayn der gantser tsoler, L IWORY WRINRD T 127 VYN WT
Tra-la-la, la-la-la-la. RP2RD289287 ,R9280280
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Dos naye lid

fun Avrom Reyzen

Un zol vi vayt nokh zayn di tsayt
Fun libe un fun sholem,

Dokh kumen vet, tsi fri, tsi shpet,
D1 tsayt — es iz kin kholem.

Ikh her dos lid fun libe, frid,
D1 mekhtike gezangen,

Un yeder ton fun lid zogt on:
Di zun 1z ufgegangen.

Es ekt di nakht, di velt dervakht,
Ful hofenung, lust un shtrebn.
Du herst 1n luft a shtime ruft,
Tsu glik un freyd un lebn.
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Du fregst mir, mayn fraynt

fun Avrom Reyzen

Du fregst mir, mayn fraynt,
Vi alt ikh bin shoyn,

Ikh volt es dir dertseyln,
Nor gleyb mir, mayn fraynt,
Ikh veys nit aleyn,

S hot nit geloynt tsu tseyln.

Der raykher tseylt gelt,

Der gliklekher teg,

M’tseylt vos iz lib un vos iz tayer,
Mayn lebn, mayn fraynt, iz a fintsterer
Veg,

Punkt vi farayorn iz hayor.

Oyb lebn heyst laydn, dan leb ikh shoyn
lang,

Dan hob ikh genug zey di yorn,

Oyb lebn heyst hern fun glik khotsh a
klang,

Dan bin ikh nokh nit geborn.
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Tsum hemerl

fun Avrom Reyzen

O, hemerl, hemerl, klap,

Shlog shtarker a tshvek nokh a
tshvek.

Keyn broyt iz in shtub nishto,
Nor tsores un layd on an ek.

O, hemerl, hemerl, klap!

Shlog shtarker di tshvekes, shlog
zikh,

Biz morgn muz fartik shoyn zayn,
Der gvirtes tokhterls shikh.

O, hemerl, hemerl, klap!

Nit glitsh fun mayn hant zikh aroys.

Mayn eyntsiker shpayzer bistu,
Fun hunger on dir gey ikh oys.
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Via blum

fun Avrom Reyzen
(muzik: Z. Zilberts)

Vi a blum on toy fardar ikh,
On a kush un on a glet.

Shtendik vart ikh, shtendik har ikh,
Un es vet shoyn zayn bald shpet.

Vu zhe 1z er, mayn basherter,

Kum shoyn gikher, kum shoyn, kum!
Nor eyn kush, tsvey libe verter,

Un es blit tsurik di blum.
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May ko mashme lon?

fun Avrom Reyzen

May ko mashme lon der regn?
Vos zhe lozt er mir tsu hern?
Zayne tropns af di shoybn
Kayklen zikh, vi tribe trern.

Un di shtivl iz tserisn,

Un es vert in gas a blote;

Bald vet oykh der vinter kumen,
Kh’hob kin vareme kapote.

May ko mashme lon dos likhtl?
Vos zhe lozt es mir tsu hern?
S’kapet un es trift ir kheylev,
Un s’vet bald fun ir nisht vern.

Azoy tsank ikh do in klayzl,
Vi a likhtl, shvakh un tunkl,
Biz ikh vel azoy mir oysgeyn,
In der shtil, in mizrekh vinkI.

May ko mashme lon der zeyger?
Vos zhe lozt er mir tsu hern?
Mit zayn geln tsifer-bletl,

Mit zayn klingen, mit zayn shvern?

S’iz an ongeshtelte keyle,
S’hot kin lebn, kin gefiln,
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Kumt di sho, dan muz er shlogn, JARDW Y 1IN IRT L, AVY 0T unp

On zayn rotsn, on zayn viln. 2000 72T IR, 7IX 0T N
Esn teg un shlingen trern, ,1IVA0 JVATDY IR VD JOV
Shlogn af foyst dem hartn. JUIRT QYT VOMD 19K PR
Toytn do di oylem-haze, S0 0T KT 100
Un af oylem-habe vartn. JUIRN K270 7R IR
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A vinter lid

fun Avrom Reyzen

Hulyet, hulyet beyze vintn,
Fray bahersht di velt,

Brekht di tsvaygn, varft di beymer,

Tut vos aykh gefelt.

Traybt di feygl fun di velder,
Un faryogt zey fort:

Di vos kenen vayt nit flien,
Toyt zey afn ort.

Rayst di lodn fun di hayzlekh,
Shoybn brekht aroys!

Brent a likhtl ergets tunkl,
Lesht mit tsorn oys.

Hulyet, hulyet beyze vintn,
Itst iz ayer tsayt,

Lang vet doyern der vinter,
Zumer iz nokh vayt.
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Amol 1z gevezn
a meydl (balade)

fun Yitskhok Leybush Perets

Amol iz gevezn a meydl,

Hot zi a yingl gelibt,

Es libt oykh dos yingl dos meydl,
Zaynen zey beyde batribn.

Dos yingl iz orem, oy, orem,
Der tate dem meydls — a gvir,
Vayzt er, der tate, der raykher,
Dem oremen yingl di tir.

Dem tatn muz folgn dos meyd],
Men firt tsu der khupe zi fayn;
Es geyt vi a likht oys dos ying],
Un shtarbt in zayn keler aleyn.

Derhert zi az er iz geshtorbn,

Un shleykht zikh aroys fun der shtub;

Kumt zi tsum keyver tsum libn,
Efnt zikh far ir di grub.

Shtrekt di hent oys der toyer,
Vert zi tsum keyver getsoygn,
Nemt zi arop di sharbns,
Kusht di farshlosene oygn.

Efnt di oygn der toyter,
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Un nemt zi arum mit a hant, LOINTT X 07 1IN T 0AYI X
Shlist zikh di grub iber beydn, L7772 R 2173 07 7T OB
Lign zey beyde banand. STIRIV YT 00T Y
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Ikh hob farlozn
ale libste

fun Yehude Halevi
(ibergezetst fun hebreyish)

Ikh hob farlozn ale libste,
Ikh hob farlozt mayn ayzn hoyz.

Ikh hob dem yam zikh opgegebn,
Trog mikh yam tsum muter shoys.

Un du, mayrev-vint getrayer,
Trog mayn shif tsu yenem breg,
Vu mayn harts mit odler-fligl,
Zukht shoyn lang tsu dir a veg.

Breng mir nor ahin besholem,
Un ker zikh dir glaykh tsurik,
Grisn zolstu ale libste,

Un dertseyl zey fun mayn glik.

Un du, mayrev-vint getrayer,
Trog mayn shif tsu yenem breg,
Vu mayn harts mit odler-fligl,
Zukht shoyn lang tsu dir a veg.
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Afn boydem shloft der

dakh (folks motiv)

fun B. Shapir

Afn boydem shloft der dakh,

Tsugedekt mit shindelekh,

Un mayn kind in vigl shloft,

Naket, gor on vindelekh.
Hop-hop, ot azoy,

Est di tsig fun dakh dem
shtroy.

Afn boydem heyngt a vig,
Vigt zikh dort a shpin in ir,
Nemt er mayn kheyune tsu
Un dem dales lozt er mir:
Hop-hop, ot azoy,

Est di tsig fun dakh dem
shtroy.

Afn boydem zitst a hon,

Iz zayn kam gor fayer-royt.

Ven mayn vayb volt veln
geyn,

Ergets borgn a labn broyt:
Hop-hop, ot azoy,

Est di tsig fun dakh dem
shtroy.
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Lebn veldl shteyt a
kretshme

fun B. Shapir

Lebn veldl shteyt a kretshme,
S’flist a taykhl lebn ir,

Un tsvey lindn-beymer shteyen,
Vi tsvey hiter ba der tir.

Un di kretshme hot tsvey fentster,
Un der kretshmer, tekhter tsvey:
Beyde hobn eyn gelibtn,

Ikh der eyner bin ba zey.

Iz in kretshme do an alker,

In dem alker zitsn mir,

Eyne neyt mayn zaydn hemdl,
Flekht di tsveyte mir a shnur.

Git a shmek mit vald in fentster,
Git a zing der solovey,

Gey ikh glaykh tsum droysn-tirl,
Un nokh mir bald geyen tsvey.

Geyen mir arayn in veldl,

Un mir zetsn zikh avek,

Groz mit blumen vu du kerst zikh,
Un a himl, on a breg.

Vent fun tsvaygn un fun shotns,
Oysgeflokhtn a getselt,
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Vayser landish vi malokhim,
Ba di zaytn oysgeshtelt.

Beymer shitn vayse blitn
Af di yunge sheyne kep.
Un mit yunge un mit libe,
Finklen oygn, vinken tsep.

Un di oygn tsu mir shmeykhlen,
Rays ikh blumen on a pak,

Far a shmeykhl, a bint blumen,
Far a lakh a kush in bak.

Far a vort in beyde oygn,

In di lipn far a zing,

Un di sheyne meydlekh zingen,
Un es otemt mir zikh gring.

Vi ganovim zilber shtraln,
Blondzhen shtil arum in vald;
Un zey heftn af di shotns,
Zilber kveytn un fun gold.

Zilber-kveytn, kep gegilte,
Lipn, oygn ful mit kheyn,
Frishe blumen, yunge bristn,
Un dos gehert nor mir aleyn.

,0°IRD7 N WITIRD W0RY
0PVUWYADMIR JUVT 0T 22

0792 YO 10w N3
YR YIVW VAT 0T 97X
L7201 IR DI UM IR
DYX PRI TN WO

LU N 1% IR 0T IR
PR K IR VM2 R 02
,JUMIP 1192 R L9970 K IRD
PRI TR WP R IRD X XD

JANR VT2 PR IR R IND

LT R RD 1997 97 PR
SJUAIT qURTON YIPW 0T IR
A3 P07 ) LAYLR OV IR

,PRI0W 2T 2°21 M

;TR PR O1IR DLW WWITIRDA
,LDIVRY T AKX VOV T 1IN
79RO IR JOPIP WA

,UUOAVA BYR 0PV
RisReNARALR AR SR (b

,JUDI2 VAT ,TYmI9a YWD
0K O IR VWAV ORT IR

129 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A malakh veynt

fun Perets Hirshbeyn

A malakh veynt, a malakh veynt,
Un er badekt dos groz mit toy,
Libster mayner,

Ikh beynk nokh dir azoy.

Ikh hob mayn bet in pukh gebet,
Un ikh valger zikh af shtroy,
Libster mayner,

Ikh beynk nokh dir azoy.

A nakht gevart, a nakht gevart,
Un der tog kumt shoyn groy,
Libster mayner,

Ikh beynk nokh dir azoy.
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Der kremer

fun A. Lyesin (Avrom Valt)
Minsk, 1986

Der kremer zitst in zayn kreml,
Dos hunderte kreml in gas;

Er zitst un er vart af a koyne,
Indroysn iz fintster un nas.

Es vayzn zikh zeltn di koynim,

Er zitst un er shoydert farkelt,

Un genetst un kholemt khaloymes,
Un trakht zikh mikoyekh der velt.

A yidishe melukhe, raboysay,
Tsi kent ir dos gruntik farshteyn?
Dos heist dokh a melukhe fun
geoynim,

A melukhe fun mlokhim aleyn.

Nor plutslung bavayzt zikh a koyne,

Azoy vi an arbes di groys,
Un bet far a kopike hering,
Un shlogt em fun inyen aroys.

Es zeen fun vaytn di leyzung,
Di hunderter kremer in gas,
Un fresn es uf mit di oygn,
Mit oygn fun kine un has.
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Der kremer zitst in zayn kreml, ,20YR 127 PR VT WnYIR YT

Dos hunderte kreml in gas, LORA PR DnyIp YUV ORT
Er zitst un er vart af a koyne, ;317 R IR VIR W IR VROT W
In droysn iz fintster un nas. ORI IR WDXID X 10717 PR
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Shvartse oygn

Shvartse oygn zaynen fayer,
Dayne zaynen shvarts,

Host ongetsundn a helish
fayer

In mayn meydlsh harts.

Rufst mikh Yehudis un
Shulamis,

Ruf mikh umetum,

Ikh hob lib a dreystn bokher,
Bistu dreyst, to kum.

Bist fun mir avekgegangen,
Ikh hob af dir gevart,
Zaynen andere gekumen,
Mikh hostu genart.

Bist fun mir avekgegangen,
Hob ikh nit kin ru,

Zaynen andere gekumen,
Keyner nit vi du.
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Dona-dona

Afn furl ligt a kelbl,
Ligt gebundn mit a shtrik;
Hoykh in himl flit a shvelbl,

Freyt zikh, dreyt zikh hin un tsurik.

Dona-dona-dona,
Dona-dona-da.

Lakht der vint in korn,
Lakht un lakht un lakht,

Lakht er op a tog a gantsn
Un a halbe nakht.

Shrayt dos kelbl, zogt der poyer:
Ver zhe heyst dir zayn a kalb?
Volst gekent dokh zayn a foygl,
Volst gekent dokh zayn a shvalb.
Dona-dona-dona,

Dona-dona-da.

Binde kelber tut men bindn

Un men shlept zey un men shekht,
Ver s’hot fligl, flit aruftsu,

Iz ba keynem nit kin knekht.
Dona-dona-dona,

Dona-dona-da.
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Khasene-lid

In a groysn dorf freylekh iz atsind,

Khasene 1z haynt ba Yankeles a kind:

Tra-la-la-la-la,
Tra-la-la-la-la,

Khasene iz haynt ba Yankeles a kind.

Af a groysn tish shteyen flesher vayn,

Yankele der mekhutn gist in haldz
arayn:

Tra-la-la-la-la,

Tra-la-la-la-la,

Yankele der mekhutn gist in haldz
arayn.

In a layvnt kleyd, di kale oysgetsirt,
Dem khosns naye shtivl mit
dzhegekhts oysgeshmirt.
Tra-la-la-la-la,

Tra-la-la-la-la,

Dem khosns naye shtivl mit
dzhegekhts oysgeshmirt.

Shteyt an alter goy, ongeshpart in
vant,

A harmoshke halt er, er is der
muzikant.

Tra-la-la-la-la,

Tra-la-la-la-la,

A harmoshke halt er, er is der
muzikant.
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S’1z nito kin shtuln, shteyt men ba di
vent,

S’1z nito kin lefl, est men mit di
hent.

Tra-la-la-la-la,

Tra-la-la-la-la,

S’1z nito kin lefl, est men mit di
hent.

(mayn tatns a variant:

Shteyt an alter yidele, ongeshpart in
vant,

A fidele halt er, er iz der

muzikant.)
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Di zun vet aruntergeyn

fun Moyshe Leyb Halperin
muzik: Ben Yomen

Di zun vet aruntergeyn untern barg,
Vet kumen a shtile di libe tsugeyn,

Vet kumen a shtile di libe tsugeyn,

Tsum umet vos zitst af a goldenem
shteyn

Un veynt far zikh eyner aleyn.

Di zun vet aruntergeyn untern barg,
Vet kumen di goldene pave tsu flien,
Vet kumen di goldene pave tsu flien;
Un mitnemen vet zi undz ale ahin,
Ahin vu di beynkshaft vet tsien.

Di zun vet aruntergeyn untern barg,
Vet kumen di nakht un vet zingen
lyu-lyu,

Vet kumen di nakht un vet zingen
lyu-lyu,

Ariber di oygn vos faln shoyn tsu,
Tsu shlofn in eybiker ru.
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In der fintster

fun Zishe Landoy

In der fintster zaynen dayne oygn
sheyne,

Makh di beyze, skripndike lodn tsu.
Demolt iz zayn kleyne fus nokh
klener,

Tsiteriker boygzamer bistu.

In der fintster klingt dayn shtime
blider-raykher,

Demolt vayt fun dir azoyfl freyd un
ru,

Dayne finger vern veykher, bleykher,
Tsiteriker boygzamer verstu.
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D1 zun fargeyt in
flamen

fun Yitskhok Katsenelson

Di zun fargeyt in flamen,

Di zun, men zet zi koym.
Azoy fargeyt mayn hofenung,
Azoy farlesht mayn troym.

Di nakht, di nakht iz fintster,
Di nakht 1z shtum un shvarts.
Azoy zet oys mayn troyer,
Azoy zet oys mayn harts.

Velt du velt, du zorg nit,
Bald laykht uf dayn tog,
Eybik iz mayn troyer,
Eybik iz mayn klog.
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Af yener zayt taykh

Af yener zayt taykh

Iz di zun shoyn fargangen,

Af yener zayt taykh

Iz a meydl gegangen.

Mit beynkshaft in harts,

Mit troym 1n ir blik,

Tsu zukhn ir meydlsh glik

Un blimelekh bloyinke,

Z1ibn mol zibn,

Bam shayn fun levone,

Hot zi zey geklibn,

Geklibn, geklibn

Un gevorfn in taykh

Un geredt tsu zey liblekh azoy:
Shvimt, blimelekh, shvimt,

Vu di vaserlekh rinen,

Efsher vet ir mayn glik dort
gefinen,

Un oyb gefinen vet ir dort mayn
glik,

Shvimt blimelekh glaykh af tsurik.

Un blimelekh hobn geshvumen,
geshvumen,

Dos meydlshe glik

Hobn zey nit gefunen,

Un blimelekh keynmol gekumen
tsurik,

Veyn, meydl, du host nit kin glik.
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Shteyt a bokher

Shteyt a bokher un er trakht,
Trakht un trakht a gantse nakht,

Vemen tsu nemen un nit farshemen?
Vemen tsu nemen un nit farshemen?

Tum-bala, tum-bala, tum balalayka,
Tum-bala, tum-bala, tum balalayka,

Tum-balalayka, shpil-balalayka,
Tum balalayka, shpil balalayka.

Meydl, meydl, kh’vel ba dir fregn:

Vos ken vaksn, vaksn on regn?
Vos ken brenen un nit uthern?

Vos ken beynken, veynen on trern?

Narisher bokher, vos darfstu fregn?
A shteyn ken vaksn, vaksn on regn.

Libe ken brenen un nit ufhern.
A harts ken beynken, veynen on
trern.
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Di muzinke oysgegebn
fun Mark Varshavski

Shtarker, beser!

Di rod, di rod makht greser,
Groys hot mikh Got gemakht,
Glik hot er mir gebrakht.
Hulyet kinder a gantse nakht
Di muzinke oysgegebn.

Motl, Shimen,

D1 oremelayt zaynen gekumen.
Shtelt zey dem shenstn tish,
Tayere vaynen, tayere fish,

Oy vey, tokhter, gib mir a kush,
Di muzinke oysgegebn.

Ayzik, mazik,

D1 bobe geyt a kozik.

Kin aynore, zet nor zet,
Vi zi tupet, vi zi tret.

Oy, a simkhe, oy, a freyd,
Di muzinke oysgegebn.

Itsik, shpitsik,

Vos shvaygstu mit dem shmitsik?
Af di klezmer tu a geshrey!

Tsi shpiln zey, tsi shlofn zey?
Rayst di strunes ale af tsvey,

Di muzinke oysgegebn.
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Der bekher

fun M. Varshavski

Tayere malke,

Gezunt zolstu zayn,
Gis on dem bekher,
Dem bekher mit vayn:
Bim-bam, bim-bam,
Bim-bam, bim-bam.

Ot 1z der bekher,

Er glantst azoy sheyn,
Dem vayn hot getrunken
Mayn zeyde aleyn.
Bim-bam, bim-bam,
Bim-bam, bim-bam.

Geven shlekhte tsaytn,
V1 es makht zikh amol,
Nor dem bekher gehaltn,
Ayzn un shtol:
Bim-bam, bim-bam,
Bim-bam, bim-bam.
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Mayn yingele
fun Moris Rozenfeld

Ikh hob a kleynem yingele,

A zunele gor fayn.

Ven ikh derze em, dakht zikh mir,
D1 gantse velt iz mayn.

Nor zeltn, zeltn ze ikh em,
Mayn sheynem ven er vakht.
Ikh tref em tomid shlofndik,
Ikh ze em nor banakht.

D1 arbet traybt mikh fri aroys,
Un lozt mikh shpet tsurik.

O, fremd iz mir mayn eygn layb,
Mayn eygn kinds a blik.

Ikh kum tseklemterheyt aheym,
In fintsternish gehilt.

Mayn bleykhe froy dertseylt mir bald,

Vi fayn dos kind zikh shpilt.

Ikh shtey ba zayn gelegerl
Un her un ze un sha.

A troym bavegt di lipelekh,
O, vu iz, vu iz pa?

Ikh kush di bloye eygelekh,
Zey efenen zikh, o kind.
Zey zeen mikh, zey zeen mikh,
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Un shlisn zikh geshvind. SJINVYR T I0HW IR

Do shteyt dayn papa, tayerer, ,VIVNY LRORD 127 VLY KT
A penile dir na. NI 97 VoV X
A troym bavegt di lipelekh: STVOUED 97 LAYNIND 010 X
O, vu iz, vu iz pa? 78D TR IR LR OINRN LY
Ikh blayb tseveytikt un tseklemt, ,ONYIRYE IR UPOUNYY 2292 PN
Farbitert un ikh kler: WP TR IR DIVHI2IRD
Ven du dervakhst amol, mayn kind, LTP 120, 28AK BDIRMIVT 1T 9N
Gefinstu mikh nit mer. VR 171 70 10019V
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A brivele der mamen

fun Shloyme Shmulevitsh
(1868 —1943)

Mayn kind, mayn treyst,
Du forst avek,

Ze, zay a zun a guter;
Dikh bet mit trern

Un mit shrek,

Dayn traye, libe muter.

Du forst, mayn kind,
mayn eyntsik kind,
Ariber vayte yamen.
Oy, kum ahin,

Nor frish, gezunt,
Un nit farges

Dayn mamen.

Ye, for gezunt

Un kum mit glik;
Ze, yede vokh

A brivele shik,
Dayn mames harts,
Mayn kind, dervik.
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Dray shvester
fun M. Vintshevski

In Eyngland iz do a shtot Lester,
In London iz do aza skver;

In skver shteyen teglekh dray
shvester,

Di meydlekh zey ken ver nit ver.

Di klenste farkoyft dortn blumen,

Di mitlste bendlekh fun shikh,

Un shpet in der nakht zer men kumen
Di eltste vos handlt mit zikh.

Di yingere beyde batrakhtn,
Di eltere shvester on has.

Ale dray meydlekh farakhtn,
Di velt, mit der shtot, mit der gas.

Un dokh ven di meydlekh zey kumen,
Tsum nest vos zey rufn a heym,
Banetsn zey bendlekh un blumen,

Mit trern vos blaybt geheym.
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Kum aher, du filosof

Kum aher, du filosof,

Mit dayn ketsishn moyekh,
Kum aher, tsum rebns tish,
Un lern zikh dort seykhl.

Bam-bam-bam, bim-bam-bam,
Bam-bam-bam, bim-bam-bam.

A damf-shif hostu oysgeklert,
Un nemst zikh mit dem 1iber.

Der rebe shpreyt zayn tikhl oys,

Un shpant dem yam ariber.

Bam-bam-bam, bim-bam-bam,
Bam-bam-bam, bim-bam-bam.

A luft-balon hostu oysgeklert,
Un meynst du bist a khorets.
Der rebe shpot, der rebe lakht,
Er darf es af kapores.

Tsi veystu vos der rebe tut,
Ven er zitst b’yekhides,

In eyn minut in himl flit,
Un est dort shaleshudes.
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Afn veg shteyt a boym

fun Itsik Manger

Afn veg shteyt a boym,
Shteyt er ayngeboygn,

Ale feygl fun dem boym
Zaynen zikh tsefloygn.
Dray kin mizrekh,

Dray kin mayrev,

Un di resht kin dorem,

Un gelozt aleyn dem boym,
Hefker far a shturem.

Zog ikh tsu mayn mamen, her,
Zolst mir nor nit shtern,

Vel ikh, mame, eyns un tsvey,
Bald a foygl vern.

Ikh vel zitsn afn boym

Un vel em farvayzn

Iber vinter mit a treyst,

Mit a sheynem nign:

Y am-tari-tari-tari,
Tari-tari-tari-tar,

Y am-tari-tari-tari,
Tari-tari-tari-tar.

Zogt di mame, nite, kind,
Un zi veynt mit trern:
Kenst kholile afn boym
Oy, farfrorn vern.
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Zog ikh, mame,

S’iz a shod, dayne sheyne oygn,
Un eyder ven un eyder vos,

Ver ikh mir a foygl.

Zogt di mame, Itsik kroyn,
Vey um gots viln,

Nem khotsh mit a shalikl,
Zolst zikh nit farkiln,

Di kaloshn nem zikh mit,
Antkegn kalte vintn,

Un di kutshme nem zikh mit,
Vey iz mir un vind:

Y am-tari-tari-tari-tari-tar,
Yam-tari-tari-tari-tari-tar.

Kuk ikh troyerik mir arayn

In mayn mames oygn,

Hot ir libshaft nit derlebt

Zen mir a foygl.

Afn veg shteyt a boym, shteyt er
ayngeboygn,

Ale feygl fun dem boym
Zaynen zikh tsefloygn:
Tar-tari-tari-tari-tari-tar,
Tar-tari-tari-tari-tari-tar.
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Unter di
grininke beymelekh

fun Chaim Nakhman Byalik

Unter di grininke beymelekh

Shpiln zikh Moyshelekh, Shleymelekh.

Tsitses, kapotkelekh, peyelekh,
Yidelekh frish fun di eyelekh.
Gufelekh: shtroy, roykh un federlekh,
Nem un tsebloz zey af gliderlekh,
Khap zey af gringe vintelekh

Un es tsetrogn zey feygelekh.

Nor eyn zakh farmogn zey: eygelekh,
Di oygn farmogn tsvey pintelekh,
Vos glien un finklen un tukn zikh

Un epes vi neviish un vunderlekh,
Fartrakhtn zikh tif un farkukn zikh
Af nekhtike teg un af feygelekh.

Oy, mir zol zayn yidishe kinderlekh,
Far ayere koshere eygelekh.
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A goles-marsh

fun Moris (Moyshe-Yankev)
Rozenfeld

Mit dem vander-shtok in der
hant,

On a heym un on a land,

On a goyel, on a fraynt,

On a morgn, on a haynt.

Nit geduldet, nor geyogt,
Vu genekhtikt nit getogt:
Shtendik vey, vey, vey,
Shtendik gey, gey, gey,
Shtendik shpan, shpan, shpan,
Kolzman koyekh iz faran.

Un azoy, a yor nokh a yor,

Un azoy, a dor nokh a dor,

On hofenung, on a tsvek,
Ayngehilt in groyl un shrek,
Vandlen mir velt oys, velt ayn,
Fun yesurim, nor tsu payn.
Shtendik vey, vey, vey,
Shtendik gey, gey, gey,
Shtendik shpan, shpan, shpan,
Kolzman koyekh iz faran.
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Flaker, fayer, flaker

fun Avrom Goldfaden (fun “Shulamis™)

Flaker, fayer, flaker,

Knak undz freylekh tsu,
Laykht undz tsu biz inderfti,
Der poyer rut bam aker,

Der pastekh, ba zayn fi,
Yedn 1z lib zayn mi.

Leygt zhe tsu holts,

Mir megn zayn shtolts,
Freylekh tantsn in kon,
Vayl pastekher aleyn
Zaynen dokh geven
Undzere oves fun eybik on.

Flaker, fayer, flaker,

Knak undz freylekh tsu,
Laykht undz tsu biz inderfri,
Der poyer rut bam aker,

Der pastekh, ba zayn fi,
Yedn iz lib zayn mi.
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In zaltsikn yam

fun Sh. A. Anski
(Shloyme-Zanvil Rapaport)

In zaltsikn yam fun di mentshlekhe
trern,

Gefint zikh a shreklekher tom,

Er ken shoyn nit tifer, nit fintsterer
vern,

Em tseykhnt a blutiker shtrom.

Dem tom hobn toyznter yorn
gegrobn,

Emune un sine un payn;

Un toyznter yorn alts tropn nokh
tropn,

Es gis zikh trern arayn.

Un ful iz der tom nor mit yidishe
trern,

Er hot nit kin breg un kin tsoym,
A blutiker kval tut dem kabstn
gehern,

Dem nogid — fun oybn der shoym.
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Zhankuye

Az men fort kin Sevastopl,
Iz nit vayt fun Simferopl,
Dortn iz a stantsye faran.

Ver darf zukhn naye glikn?
S’iz a stantsye, an antikl
In Zhankuye zhan, zhan, zhan.

Hey, zhan, hey, Zhankuye,
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, zhanvili,
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, Zhankuye,
Zhan, zhan, zhan.

Entfert yidn af mayn kashe,

Vu iz mayn bruder, vu iz Arbashe?
S’geyt ba em der traktor vi a ban.
D1 mume Leye ba der kosilke,
Beyle ba der molotilke,

In Zhankuye, zhan-zhan-zhan.

Hey, zhan, hey, Zhankuye,
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, zhanvili,
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, Zhankuye,
Zhan, zhan, zhan.

Ver zogt az yidn kenen nor
handlen,

Esn fete yoykh mit mandlen,
Nor nit zayn kin arbetsman?
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Dos kenen zogn nor di sonim, ,DORIW 7T NI JART JVIVP ORT

Yidn, shpayt zey on in ponim! 10719 PR IR T v2BY 777
Tut a kuk af: AR PP X DI
Hey, zhan, hey, Zhankuye, SWPIRWT 0 LIRS L0
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, zhanvili, SMIRWT OO0 YIRIRYT N
Hey, Zhankuye, hey, Zhankuye, LSIPIRWT L0 UMRIRYT 00
Zhan, zhan, zhan. JRWTLIRYT L IRYT
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Un du akerst

fun G. Herveg, ibergezetst fun
Chaim Zhitlovski

Un du akerst un du zeyst,

Un du fiterst un du neyst,

Un du hamerst un du shpinst,
Zog mayn folk vos du fardinst.

Kling-klang, kling-klang,

Klap der hamer mit zayn gezang,
Kling-klang, kling-klang,
Tserayst di keytn fun shklafn.

Vebstu zayn vebshtul tog un nakht,
Grobst undz ayzn fun der shakht,
Brengs di shefe undz arayn,

Ful mit tvue un mit vayn.

Nor vu iz dayn tish gegreyt?
Un vu iz dayn yontef kleyd?
Nor vu iz dayn sharfe shverd?
Voser glik iz dir bashert?

Mentsh fun arbet, ufgevakht,
Un derze dayn groyse makht.
Ven dayn shtarke hant nor vil,
Blaybn ale reder shtil.
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Mayn tsavoe

fun Dovid Edelshtadt

O, gute fraynt, ven ikh vel shtarbn,
Trogt tsu mayn keyver undzer fon,
Di fraye fon mit di royte farbn,
Bashpritst mit blut fun arbet-man.

Un do unter der fon der royter

Zingt mir mayn lid, mayn fray lid,
Mayn lid in kamf vos klingt vi keytn
Fun dem farshklaftn krist un yid.

Oykh in mayn keyver vel ikh hern,
Mayn fray lid, mayn shturem-lid;
Oykh dort vel ikh fargisn trern

Far dem farshklaftn krist un yid.

Un ven ikh her di shverdn klingen
In letstn kamf fun blut un shmarts,
Tsum folk vel ikh fun keyver zingen
Un vel bagaystern zayn harts.
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Gertner lid

Af a shteyn zits ikh mir
Un a hekl halt ikh mir:
Ay-li-ay-lu-li,

Un a hekl halt ikh mir.

Iz a hekl in hant ba mir,

Shnits ikh shtekelekh far dir:

Ay-li-ay-lu-li,

Shnits ikh shtekelekh far dir.

Un a gortn flants ikh mir,
Keplekh kroyt farzets ikh,
Ay-li-ay-lu-li,

Keplekh kroyt farzets ikh.

Ver s’hot nit geflantst kin
kroyt,

[z mayn gortn far em greyt.

Ay-li-ay-lu-li,

[z mayn gortn far em greyt.

D1 kashtanes zaml ayn,
Lomir beyde gertner zayn,
Ay-li-ay-lu-li,

Lomir beyde gertner zayn.
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Zhamele

fun Sh. Hurvits

Du vest zayn a gvir, mayn Zhamele,
Flegt mir zingen ba mayn vigele
Ale nakht amol di mamele,

Ikh gedenk nokh haynt ir nigele.

Un mekuyem iz gevorn mir

Di havtokhe fun mayn mamele:
Shver tsu krign aza groysn gvir,
Aza oysher vi ir Zhamele.

Shlof, shlof ikh af a kerbele,
Makh hamoytse af a skorinke
Un lekhayim af a sherbele,

Ful mit brunem-vaser klorinke.

Un di kinderlekh un s’vaybele
Geyn oysgeputst antikele:
Durkh in onitshes dos laybele
Un fargartlt mit a shtrikele.
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Don un Donya

fun H. Royzenblat

Don hot tsvey peyelekh shvartse
Un Donya tsvey goldene tsep.
Don iz der ile fun shtetl

Un Donya di malke fun step.

Don geyt baginen in klayzl,
D1 oygn farmoret fun shlof,
Donya mit zun af di bremen
Tsum step traybt aroys ire shof.

Don gegnt on der pastushke
Un lozt shtum di oygn arop,
Donya farshemt tut a shmeykhl
Un lozt shtil arunter dem kop.

Don zitst bam lernen un s’tsit
zikh

Der tog epes lang on a sof.
Em dukht zikh: dos blat iz a

lonke,
D1 oysyes — a tsherede shof.

Donya zi hit zikh ir stade,
Gekrayzlte lemer un trakht:
Epes fun peyelekh sheyne,
GekrayzIt un shvarts vi di nakht.
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Don geyt togteglekh in klayzl, ,2TE0R PR TUDAVVARY U 7T

Un Donya togteglekh in step. DYV0 PR TYIVLARY ROINT TN
Don hot tsvey peyelekh shvartse YXIRMW TYVIRD PNY VKT 1T
Un Donya tsvey goldene tsep. DYX PIVTORA MNY KOINT PIN
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Tra-la-la-la XD2X92X2280

fun Zalmen Shneur NI 7277 119
In veldl bam taykhl, dort zaynen TWIBT VIRT L7020 LA HIHYN PR
gevaksn TOPRNY
Margaritkalakh elnt un kleyn, L1790 TIR DIV TURYRDIIRAIND
Vi kleyninke zunen mit vaysinke VP10V VO T YP1IOR M
shtraln, Rptimiel
Mit vaysinke tra-la-la-la. RP2R9289280 VP10 U7
Gegangen iz Khavele shtil un TIR 200 Y200 1R VARV
farkholemt, Rilabivisimhieo)
Tselozn di gold-blonde tsep, LBV YTIRDAZTORA 0T JIROVY
Dos heldzl antbloyzt un gemurmilt, ,02MNYA NR VIMAVIR PTTIVIT ORT
gezungen LJUAITYA
A lidele tra-la-la-la. RO2R7287280 Y9V T X
Do kumt ir antkegn a bokher, a X 772 R PYPLIR R VAP KT
sheyner, VMY
Mit lokn, mit shvartse vi pekh: 1TV N PXIRMW 0 LTPRY? VN
Er lakht mit di oygn un entfert ir TR VIVHVIY IR AR 0T 07 VIRD W
lustik, ,P 0017
Un entfert ir: tra-la-la-la. RD2R92892870 179K 0IVOVIY TIN

— Vos zukhstu do, meydl? Vos hostu  1W00X7 DX 29771 K7 10OV OXN —

farlorn, ,JIRDIRD
Vos vilstu gefinen in vald? 27781 PR VDY WO ORN
Ikh zukh margaritkes, farroytlt zikh T°T BOUNTIRD ,OVPYIIRIIND T R
Khave, ;TN
Farroytlt zikh tra-la-la-la. RD2R22892870 77T 0P0NMTRD

163 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF
© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



— Du zukhst nokh? Ikh hob shoyn
gefunen

Di shenste margaritkale in vald,

A margaritke mit tsep, mit oygn
safirn,

Mit eygalakh, tra-la-la-la.

— Neyn, kh’hob shoyn margaritkes.
Ikh hob zikh fargesn,

Ikh zukh, do nit vayt iz a kval.

— Der kval 1z geshlosn, on mir
blaybstu durshtik

Bam kvelkhele, tra-la-la-la.

— Ikh vil gornisht trinken. Ikh zukh
mir a shotn,

Di zun bakt arayn azoy heys.

— Mayne hor zaynen shvartser un
kiler vi shotns

In veldele, tra-la-la-la.

— 0O, loz mikh, m’tor nit, di mame
zogt m’tor nit.

Mayn mame iz alt un beyz.

— Vu mame? Vos mame? Do zaynen
nor beymer,

Nor beymalakh, tra-la-la-la.

— “Men zet” — keyner zet nit, “men
hert,” keyner hert nit.

Dos veldl iz blind un gedikht.
Umorem mikh, meydl, du zest ikh,
ikh bin ruik,

T AT TR IR 2RI VOO T —
WDV

LTPRN PR YPLIIRAIND YO0IVW 0T
TIN 10O ,DVX 1O YPUOIRAING X

,J°DRD

RP28D2R22800 ,TVOVIOR 1R

TR .OYPLIIRAING P 2RTD 101 —
,JOVATIRD T°T AN:T

DRNP R R VO 001 RT TR

o1 IR LJORDPWYA PR DRNP WT —
PPUWIT 0222

RP2R22892870 ,¥0va5yIp o2l

T TR LIPS PN PR —
,JORW R 1

L077 MR T2OR VPR 7T 0T

TR WEIRNY VIR IR VIV —
,OIDRW N WP

RP2R9289280 ,VoUTOUN PR

VART YRR °T L1001 W0, IRD N —
10°1 IRV

992 IR VIR TR UKD 100

TWIRT KT 2VAKN ORN 2VAKND RN —
,VA72 N3

RD2R22R72870 , V79102 N3

Wn,, 0% VYT WP — Uyt W, —
1001 VWA WP 0w

J02°7V3 IR 72992 TR D79V ORT

TR LR VOYTIT 070,70 QVIRDIN
PRI P2

164 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Ikh kush dir nor: tra-la-la-la.

— Du libst mikh? Ikh lib dikh. “Ikh

shem zikh.”

— O lib mikh un shem zikh un
shvayg.

Un ze, vi es mishn zikh, pekh-
shvartse kroyzn

Mit goldene — tra-la-la-la.

Di zun 1z fargangen, der bokher
farshvundn,

Un Khavele zitst nokh in vald.
Z1 kukt indervaytns un murmlt
farkholemt

Dos lidele: tra-la-la-la.
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Afn pripetshik brent a
fayerl

fun Mark Varshavski

Afn pripetshik brent a fayerl

Un in shtub 1z heys,

Un der rebe lernt kleyne kinderlekh
Dem alef-beys.

Zet zhe, kinderlekh, gedenkt zhe
tayere,
Vos ir lernt do:

Zog zhe nokhamol un take nokhamol:

Komets alef o.

Az ir vet, kinder, elter vern,
Vet ir aleyn farshteyn,

Vifl in di oysyes lign trern
Un vifl geveyn.

Afn pripetshik brent a fayerl

Un 1in shtub i1z heys,

Un der rebe lernt kleyne kinderlekh
Dem alef-beys.
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Ikh tu mir a borvese YOYNINA X 772 10 TN

Ikh tu mir oys a borvese YOYNINA X 07X 7MW PN
Un lesh mir oys dos fayer, ,2D DRT 0N N WD NN
Bald vet kumen tsu mir der, ,IVT 01X PRI DY TYRA
Der vos iz mir tayer. W2 7 TR ORN YT
Banen geyen tsvey a tog, LARD RPN TUO) JYIRD
Eyner kumt in ovnt, LOINK TR VP IR
S’klingt der glekl, ,OPY3 T VAOP'D
Dzhin-dzhin-dzhin-dzhin, PWTTEPWTTPWTTAPWTT
Oy, er 1z shoyn noent. JIURI IV TR W IR
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Muter-shprakh
fun Volf Yunin

Muter-shprakh, muter-shprakh,
Kh’lib dikh vi dos lebn,

Ikh volt far dayns an oysele

A velt avekgegebn.

Un her ikh dayns a vertele,
Vert mir azoy freylekh.

On dir, o libe mame-shprakh,
Iz dos lebn leydik.

Muter-shprakh, muter-shprakh,
Kh’lib dikh vi dos lebn,

Ikh volt far dayns an oysele

A velt avekgegebn.

Verst yinger gor un shener nokh,

Un vos 1z do der khidesh,
Ven mir ale zingen
Undzer tsar un freyd af yidish.

Muter-shprakh, muter-shprakh,
Kh’lib dikh vi dos lebn,

Ikh volt far dayns an oysele

A velt avekgegebn.

IR V0N
PIT APRN 1D

,IRIBWINRN L, TRIBWIV0IN
,JAVY OXT M P70

YOUNIR IR DIVT KD VORN TR
JAVAVAPYIIN VOV R

,LUPY0YN K DIVT PR W IR
YD TR 1 KIYN
SIRIDW=YNRA Y7 R 1T IN
2770 129 ORT PR

,IRBWAYNRA L, IRIBWIV0IN
,JAVY ORT M P70

YOUNIN IX DIVT IRD VORN TR
JAVAVAPYIIN VOV R

LRI IWIVW IR NI WA LOIYN
ST VT KT R ORN PIN

TVADT YR 0 1IN

0T APIR T IR WY WITNN

,IRIBWYNRN ,IRIBWIV0IN
,JAV9 ORT N 7 20D

YOUNIR IR DIVT IRD VORN TR
JAVAVAPYIIR DOV X

168 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A yidish lid
fun Volf Yunin [Wolf Younin]

Lomir-lomir-lomir
Zingen a yidish lid,

A yidish lid,

A yidish lid,

Lomir zingen a yidish lid,
Ray-ray-ray,
Ray-ray-ray,

Lomir zingen a yidish lid.
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Mame-loshn

fun Menke Katz
(muzik: Mikhl Gelbart)

— Mame, af voser shprakh ken dos
taykhele reydn?

Ver ken vi Shloyme, di shprakh fun
taykhele farshteyn?

— Dos taykhele ken, vi ikh un du,
yidish reydn,

Iz gring, vi yidish, di shprakh fun
taykhele farshteyn.

— Mame, vi lang vet nokh yid mit yid
yidish reydn?

— Azoy lang vi taykhelekh veln
vaserlekh gebn,

Azoy lang vi vaserl mit vaserl vet
reydn,

Azoy lang, mayn kind, vi taykhelekh
veln lebn.

— Mame, vifl vaserlekh ken dos
taykhele farmogn?

— Azoyfl shtern hot nor Avrom
gefunen,

Azoyfl yor, mayn kind, vet undzer
folk nokh togn,

Durkh azoyfl shpiglen, shpiglen zikh
zibn zunen.
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— Mame, ye, kh’her vi yidish dos OXT W7 N A0 Y YaRn —

taykhele royshn. WM ¥oyoRY
— Mayn kind, s’vet kin yam dos OXT 2 1P LYN'D TP TN —
taykhele nit farshtoysn. JOMMWIRD V1 YOyIRY
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Sheynkt a nedove

Sheynkt a nedove, yidn,
Sheynkt a nedove, yidn,
Bney rakhmonim,

Bney rakhmonim,

Nit lozt mir shteyn ba der tir:
Vet Got aykh helfn,

Vet Got aykh helfn,

Vi er hot geholfn mir.

Oy, orem bin ikh un opgerisn,
Un dertsu bin ikh on a hant.
In shtub iz nito kin bisn,

Un fartribn bin ikh fun mayn land.

Sheynkt a nedove, yidn,
Sheynkt a nedove, yidn,
Bney rakhmonim,

Bney rakhmonim,

Nit lozt mir shteyn ba der tir:
Vet Got aykh helfn,

Vet Got aykh helfn,

Vi er hot geholfn mir.
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Nayn betler

Nayn betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Hobn mir nayn torbes gehat,
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen geblibn akht.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Akht betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Hobn undz vintn getribn,
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen mir geblibn zibn.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Zibn betler zaynen mir gevezn,

Hobn mir gekholemt fun gebeks,

Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen geblibn zeks.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.
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Zeks betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Tsvishn bern, sheydim un hint;
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen geblibn finf.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Finf betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Hobn mir gebetlt in Svir,
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen geblibn fir.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Fir betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Hobn mir gebetlt in lokshndrey,
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,
Zaynen geblibn tsvey.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Tsvey betler zaynen mir gevezn,
Hobn mir skorinkes geklibn;
Eyner iz avekgeshtorbn,

Iz nor eyner geblibn.
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Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.

Eyn betler bin ikh geblibn,

Zitsn af a shteyn.

Azoyfl torbes zaynen mir farblibn!
Oy mazl, veyn mit mir un veyn.

Yosl mitn fidl,

Berl mitn bas,
Shpil zhe mir a lidl,
Inmitn gas.
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A tfile fun a kortn-
shpiler

Ven ikh kum in himl,

Lomir beyde makhn a kertl, got,
Oy, loz mir tsurik af der erd,
Oyb du vest farshpiln dem himl.

Ikh bet ba dir nit

Dem eybikn gortn,
Nor a mazl vos git
Ashmedays kortn.

Es zol mir zayn bashert
Af yener velt, oykh dortn,
Mit yoldn, sheydim, nekeyves

Un blate malokhim shpiln kortn.
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Bentke Marevikher

fun Bentke Guberski

Ikh bin Bentke Marevikher,

Mit flinke, lepke finger:
Vyo-vyo, drey zikh gorele zikher,
Makh di shvere baytlen gringer.

Her dem rebn fun kortn, Yurkele,
Lern Rashi in an
eyn-un-tsvantsik,

Mishne in a tertl-mertl, in a
stukele,

Gemore 1n a toyznt, in a
zeks-un-zekhtsik.

Lekekhl, dem nogids zindele,
A peyte fun yoldn-land,

Mit a dritele in hant,

Hot farshpilt zayn kales ringele.

Fun a kertl — a shlimazl: a terkishe
loyz

Iz ba mir, hokus-pokus, gevorn,

A malke, a meylekh, an akhzer — a
toyz

S’hot dos lekekhl, der lekish
ongevorn:

D1 kale, dem yikhes un di krom.
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Fun regeyzl mitn dlogn keytele,
Iz em geblibn a tam, a tsveytele:
Bim-bam-bom, bam-bim-bom.

Dem nogids zindele iz geblibn,
A fayn torbele un a kreynk.

Mit a leydiker koyse fun sheynk,
Hot men em aroysgetribn.

Nit kin khosn, a tseshmisn yingele,
Tsaplt zikh vi a fish in ventke;

In mark, di mume Yentke

Hot tsetsinglt ir yikhes tsingele:

Bendele, a brokh af dir, af undz
ale,

A brand dir in d1 yasles, tane-bare,
Host farshpign dem khosns khupe-
vayn,

Itst trinkt er di trern fun zayn kale,
Host em farfirt in hekdesh arayn,
Esn skorinkes un shlofn af der
hoyler nare.

Fun dayn zeydns shem-tov hostu
gelozn

Ash un porekh, undzer yikhes
grizhet a vorem.

Afn beyseylem veynen di grozn.
Malokhim raysn krie af di kvorim.
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Yudke ganev

Ot iz Yudke ganev, der hurn-shleper
Mit a mergaita grazhus fun bardak,
A kolboynik, a kalter lung un leber,
Mit tsilinder un an ek in frak.

Ven Yudke, gorgl-shnayder kumt
Mit a hatshling, mit gor dem roybers
klezayen,

Brumt a tseshrokener layb

In zabortsher vald, antkegn altn Kayin.

Durkh velfishe nekht,
Geyt er afn shpring, af taltl un patok.

Veytsene shikselekh — zayne knekht,
Shpiln em af dem krok.

Lebn im, a yat, a giber,

Vert a tsiteriker hoz;

Fun a mayontek lozt er em iber,
A fayg untern noz.
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Fayvke Zhulik

Ikh bin Fayvke Zhulik,
Mayn tate-mames umglik.
Reb Khayim Traytl,

Fun Khofets-Khayims Radn,

Zukht zayn tokhters nadn,
In leydikn baytl.

Ivan, nokh a kertl-shpil,
Blaybt a gets, on hent un fis.
A feygele zingt:

Tril-tril-tril.

Zayn shiksele 1z tsuker-zis.

YW YPNLH

,POWT VPO 12 R
2NN DYNRAZVVRY 120
,2010 01 "

LJTRT DN 127N 119

,171 DIVVORY 2T VI
D022 T PR

,2DWAH0YP R TR, IR

.0°D IR IR LIV IR LV K 1Al

VAT YOUAD R
207002500
DT2VPIX R YOYORIW 1T

183 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Kurdup, der karlik

Kurdup, der karlik fun Lokshndrey,
Kumt af shtoltsn in Khazer-gesl,

Er 1z fun lebedike skhoyre dos
balebesl:

Yefeyfye, supranta,

malpelekh nye gerei!

Er lernt yeshive yinglekh mazematn,
Firt koshere bsules in zayn mikve
arayn.

Itlekh mame brent di hent,

Shrayt: vey, terterl mayn,

A ruakh in zayn tatns tatns arayn.

Mit a hintishn loshn,
Kumt er tsu der “oke”
Mit a linkn groshn
Un a moyd a kasoke.
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A grus fun himl

Ikh, Bentke fun yener velt,
Shik aykh a grus fun himl;
Oykh do faran iz a kortn-velt,
Got iz mid, er khapt a driml.

Ven Got drimlt, gibn
Tsadikim di reshoyim di hent:
Sholem-aleykhem, yidn,
Genug in gehenem gebrent.

Ven Got drimlt nemen gan-eyden
Un gehenem zikh arum.

Faran af der erd,

Genug ort far beydn.

Fun yeder dorn in oyg vert

D1 brokhe fun a blum.

Ikh bin do der malakh fun kortn.
Ikh zog: shtey uf, shtey uf, got,
Zol der shem hamfoyresh nit zayn
mer kin sod,

Vest farlirn himl un erd in kortn.
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Shlof-shlof

Shlof-shlof-shlof,
Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er breyngen an epele,

Vet zayn a gezunt in kepele.

Shlof-shlof-shlof,
Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er breyngen a feygele,

Vet zayn a gezunt in eygele.

Shlof-shlof-shlof,
Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er breyngen a hezele,

Vet zayn a gezunt in nezele.

Shlof-shlof-shlof,
Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er breyngen an entele,

Vet zayn a gezunt in hentele.

Shlof-shlof-shlof,

Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er breyngen a nisele,
Vet zayn a gezunt in fisele.

Shlof-shlof-shlof,
Der tate vet forn in dorf,
Vet er brengen a yaykhele,

Vet zayn a gezunt in baykhele.
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Shlof-shlof-shlof, RelvZahwlinZah vl

Der tate vet forn in dorf, LIRT PR TIRD LY YURD W7
Vet er breyngen a kleydele, LUOUTO0R R WA Y YN
Far mayn zisn meydele. IPYTON 00T 121 IRD
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Vig-lid

fun Dovid Eynhorn

Alye-lyulye, alye-lyulye,
Shlof mayn tayerer, un ru:
Voyl 1z dem vos hot a mamen,

Un a vigele dertsu.

Alts ken men dokh gefinen,
Alts krign men dokh far gelt,
Nor a mame, zi iz eyne,

Mer nisht eyne af der velt.

Dos iz dan a gots matone,
Vemen es iz nor bashert,

Vey iz dem vos hot kin mamen,
Af der groyser, vister erd.

Shlof, mayn tayerer, mayn liber,
Makh di oygn tsu un ru.
Voyl iz dem vos hot a mamen,

Alye-lyulye-lyulye-lyu!
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In d1 vign veynen
kinder

fun Mani Leyb

In di vign veynen kinder,
Vign mames tsu:
Lyulinke, lyu-lyu,

Mit a torbe geyt a blinder,
Shlept zikh tsu zayn ru.

Klapt der blinder in a toyer,
Iz der toyer tsu,

Ziftst der blinder in zayn troyer:

Got farnem khotsh du!

Un bam toyer ligt der blinder,
Dekt di nakt em tsu,

Veynen in di vign kinder,
Vign mames tsu:

Lyulinke, lyu-lyu.
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Lyulinke mayn yingele

fun Mani Leyb (Brahinski)

Tir un fentster tsugeshlosn,
Un dos lempl oysgeloshn,
Lyulinke, mayn yingele.

Shtil un fintster iz in kheyder,
Sha, ver shart es dort keseyder?
Lyulinke, mayn yingele.

Es shart a mayzl in di sforim...
Kumen meysim fun di kvorim?
Lyulinke, mayn yingele.

Layter ir nishome boyre.
Tate, tate, ikh hob moyre.
Lyulinke, mayn kind.

Kh’vel dikh hitn vi di mame,
Vel dikh hitn vi di mame,
Lyulinke, mayn yingele.
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Shlof mayn kind

Shlof mayn kind, mayn tayer feygele,

Makh di eygelekh tsu,
Vest nokh hobn tsayt tsu shtifn,
Itst makh di eygelekh tsu.

Shlof mayn kind, mayn tayer feygele,

Shlof zhe, shlof zhe ayn.
Vestu vaksn shtark un sheyn,
A flier vestu zayn.

Vestu flien in der vaytn ahin,
Mit der zun glaykh,

Un 1r vet zikh beyde
Shpiglen in dem taykh.

Ay-le-lu-le

Ay, le, lyu-le, lyu-lyu,

Shlof zhe, shlof mayn gdule,
Makh shoyn tsu dayne
Eygelekh di fayne.

Shtey uf vider,

Mit gezunte glider,
Mayn tayer kind,
Gikh un gezunt.

In mark ikh vel loyfn,
Beygelekh vel ikh koyfn,
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Mit puter vel ikh shmirn, ,JONW R DY vDIe 0N

Tsu der khupe zol ikh dikh firn. J°D 07 R ONT 9 W7 W
Vest oysvaksn a groysinker, , VR0 R JOPRIIDMIN L0V
Vest zayn a tane, ,71N X 727 300N
Veln dokh ale YOR INT 12N
Zayn mir mekane. RIPR N T
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A fremd kind

Zolst azoy lebn un zayn gezunt,
Vi ikh vel do zitsn un vign dos kind.

Ay-lu-lu, sha-sha-sha,

Dayn mame 1z gegangen in mark arayn,
Ay-lu-lu, shlof mayn kind,

Di mame vet kumen gikh un geshvind.

Zolst azoy lebn, s’geyt mir derinen,
Dayn mame iz gegangen in mark arayn
fardinen.

Ay-lu-lu, sha-sha-sha,
Andere meydelekh tantsn un shpringen,
Un ikh muz dir, kind, vign un zingen.

Andere meydelekh tsukerlekh nashn,
Un ikh muz dir, kind, vindelekh vashn:
Ay-lu-lu, sha-sha-sha.
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Rozhinkes mit mandlen

fun Avrom Goldfaden

In beys hamikdosh, in a vinkl kheyder,
Zitst di almone bas-tsien aleyn,

Ir ben-yokhidl, yidele, vigt zi keseyder,
Un zingt em tsu shlofn a lidele sheyn:
Lyu-lyu-lyu, lyu-lyu-lyu,

Unter yideles vigele,

Shteyt a klor-vays tsigele;

Dos tsigele iz geforn handlen,

Dos vet zayn dayn baruf,

Rozhinkes mit mandlen,

Shlof zhe, yidele, shlof.
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Shlof mayn kind

fun Sholem Aleykehm
(Sholem Rabinovitsh)

muzik — Dovid Kovanovski

Shlof mayn kind, mayn treyst, mayn
sheyner,

Shlof zhe zunenyu,

Shlof mayn lebn, mayn kadish eyner,
Shlof zhe lyu-lyu-lyu.

Ba dayn vigl zitst dayn mame,
Zingt a lid un veynt.

Du vest amol farshteyn mistame,
Vos zi hot gemeynt.

In Amerike iz der tate,
Dayner zunenyu,

Du bist nokh a kind lesate,
Shlof zhe, lyu-lyu-lyu.

Amerike iz far yedn,
Zogt men, a glik.

Un far yedn, a gan-eydn,
Gor epes an antik.

Dortn est men in der vokhn,
khale, zunenyu,
Yaykhelekh vel ikh dir kokhn,

Shlof zhe, lyu-lyu-lyu.
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Er vet shikn tsvantsik doler,
Zayn portret dertsu,

Un vet nemen, lebn zol er,
Undz ahintsutsu.

Er vet khapn undz un kushn,
Tantsn azh far freyd.

Ikh vel kvaln trern gisn,
Veynen shtilerheyt.

Biz es kumt dos gute kvitl,
Shlof zhe zunenyu,

Shlofn iz a tayer mitl,
Shlof zhe, lyu-lyu-lyu.
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Amol 1z geven a mayse

Amol iz geven a mayse.

Di mayse i1z gor nit freylekh,
Di mayse heybt zikh onet
Mit a yidishn meylakh:
Lyulinke mayn feygele,
Lyulinke mayn kind.
Kh’hob ongevorn aza libe,
Vey iz mir un vind.

Amol iz geven a meylekh,

Der meylekh hot gehat a malke,
Di malke hot gehat a vayngortn:
Lyulinke mayn kind.

Lyulinke mayn feygele,
Lyulinke mayn kind.

Kh’hob ongevorn aza libe,

Vey iz mir un vind.

Der vayngortn hot gehat a beymele,
Dos beymele hot gehat a tsvaygele,
Dos tsvaygele hot gehat a nestele:
Lyulinke mayn kind.

Lyulinke mayn feygele,

Lyulinke mayn kind.

Kh’hob ongevorn aza libe,

Vey iz mir un vind.

Dos nestele hot gehat a feygele,
Dos feygele hot gehat a fligele,
Dos fligele hot gehat a federl:
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Lyulinke mayn kind.
Lyulinke mayn feygele,
Lyulinke mayn kind.
Kh’hob ongevorn aza libe,
Vey iz mir un vind.

Der meylekh 1z opgeshtorbn,
Di malke, gevorn fardorbn,
Dos tsveygele 1z opgebrokhn,
Dos feygele fun nest antlofn:
Lyulinke mayn feygele,
Lyulinke mayn kind.

Ikh hob ongevorn aza libe,
Vey 1z mir un vind.

Vu nemt aza khokhem,
Er zol kenen di shtern tseyln,
Vu nemt men aza dokter,

Er zol kenen mayn lebn heyln:

Lyulinke mayn feygele,
Lyulinke mayn kind.

Ikh hob ongevorn aza libe,
Vey 1z mir un vind.
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Yankele
fun Mordkhe Gibirtig

Shlof zhe mir shoyn, Yankele
mayn sheyner,

Di eygelekh di shvartsinke makh
tsu.

A yingele vos hot shoyn ale
tseyndelekh

Muz nokh di mame zingen: ay-lu-
lu.

A yingele vos hot shoyn ale
tseyndlekh,

Un vet mit mazl bald in kheyder
geyn,

Un lernen vet er khumesh un
gemore,

Zol veynen ven di mame vigt em
ayn?

A yingele vos lernen vet gemore.
Ot shteyt der tate, kvelt un

hert zikh tsu.

A yingele vos vakst a talmid-
khokhem,

Lozt gantse nekht der mamen nit
tsuru?

A yingele vos vakst a talmid
khokhem,
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Un a geniter soykher oykh
tsuglaykh.

A yingele, a kluger khosn-bokher,
Zol lign azoy nas vi in a taykh?

Nu, shlof zhe mir, mayn kluger
khosn-bokher,

Dervayl ligstu in vigele ba mir.
S’vet kostn nokh fil mi un mames
trern,

Biz vanen s’vet a mentsh aroys fun
dir.
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Dos kind ligt in vigele

Dos kind ligt in vigele mit
oysgeveynte oygn,

Di mame ligt af drerd, di fis
oysgetsoygn,

Nito kin mame,

Nito kin nekhame.

Dos kind ligt in vigele un khalesht
zoygn,

D1 mame ligt in keyver mit sharbns af
di oygn,

Nito kin mame,

Nito kin nekhame.

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, gletn un
kamen,

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, dos vigele
oysramen?

Nito kin mame,

Nito kin nekhame.

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, putsn un gletn,

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, dos vigele
oysbetn?

Nito kin mame,

Nito kin nekhame.

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, libn un tsirn,
Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, in kheyder
arayn firn?
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Nito kin mame,
Nito kin nekhame.

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, makhn far a
mentshn,

Ver vet dikh, mayn kind, unter der
khupe bentshn?

Nito kin mame,

Nito kin nekhame.
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Sorele

Sorele i1z in vald avek-vek-vek,
Klaybn blumen a buket, ket-ket.

In vald di beymer shteyen shtil-shtil-
shtil,

Nor a vintl blozt dort kil-kil-kil.

Es hert zikh dortn ergets vayt-vayt-
vayt,

A kukafkele dort shrayt-shrayt-
shrayt,

Es vendt zikh Sorele tsu ir-ir-ir,

A bakoshele tsu dir-dir-dir.

Zog mir, feygele, du oys-oys-oys,
Nor dem emes zog mir 0ys-0ys-0ys:
Zog mir feygele du mayn-mayn-
mayn,

Vifl vet mayn lebn zayn-zayn-zayn?

Un dos feygele hert zikh tsu-tsu-tsu,
Tut bald shrayen ir ku-ku, ku, ku,
Tsvantsik, draysik, hundert yor-yor-
yor

A dank dir feygele biz gor-gor gor.
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Sorele un Mulikl

Amol iz geven a meydele,
A Sorele a kleyn,

Gehat hot zi a bruderl,

A Mulikl a sheyn.

Amol 1z di mame in vald avek,
Un iz nit gekumen bald,

Nemt Sorele mit Muliklen,

Un geyen avek in vald.

Plutsem kumt a groyser volf
Un shtshiret mit di tseyn,
Nakht iz gevorfn in veldele,
S’hert zikh a geveyn.

Oy, volf, oy volf du gutinker,
Oy, ze, nit rir undz on,

Derfar vet di mame brengen dir

A kikhele mit mon.
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A lid far a kleyn meydele

Ale montik vasht mayn mame,
Helf ikh mamen vashn:

Ot azoy un ot azoy,

Helf ikh mamen vashn.

Ale dinstik prest mayn mame,
Helf ikh mamen presn:

Ot azoy un ot azoy,

Helf ikh mamen presn.

Ale mitvokh kokht mayn mame,
Helf ikh mamen kokhn:

Ot azoy un ot azoy,

Helf ikh mamen kokhn.

Ale donershtik koyft mayn mame,

Helf ikh mamen koyfn:
Ot azoy un ot azoy,
Helf ikh mamen koytn.

Ale fraytik ramt mayn mame,
Helf ikh mamen ramen,

Ot azoy un ot azoy,

Helf ikh mamen ramen.

Ale shabes kumt mayn tate,
Geyen mir shpatsirn,

Ot azoy un ot azoy,

Geyen mir shpatsirn.
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Mitn zegele YRV 10N

Mitn zegele, zeg-zeg-zeg, SVTZVTZVT YOVANT 1000
Mitn hemerl, klap-klap-klap, ,DRIPZERIPZ0RDP ,DVnYI 0N
Mitn hubele, hub-hub-hub, ,22M1221772217 ,Y7V217 1000
Makhn kinderlekh zikh a shtub. W R T YRV IR
Patshn hentelekh, patsh-patsh-patsh, ,WORDADORD2WURD ,TYOYDIVT JWORD
Tupen fiselekh, tup-tup-tup; ;D=B10=810 ,TVIYD D WEN
Patshn hentelekh, tupn fis, ,0°D 1910 ,TVDYVIVIT JWORSD
Arbet makht dos lebn zis. .07 12V ORT VIRA VYN
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Kinder lid

Afn hoykhn barg,

Afn grinem groz,

Shteyen a por yidn,

Forn af yaridn.

Faygn in di tashn,

Med in di flashn,

Milkh in di krigelekh.
Kinder in di vigelekh,
Shrayen vi di tsigelekh,
Kumt Khayim der blinder,
Mit di tsvelf kinder.

Kumt Moyshe flekher,
Makht on a gelekhter,

Oy, kha-kha-kha, khi-khi-khi.
Kumt der tate fun nit hi,
Brengt milkh fun di ki.
Ver vet trinken? Ikh un er,
Shviger un shver.

Avrom der hoykher,

Yudl der soykher.

A bruder — di kats, a shvester,
di moyz.
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Hob ikh a por oksn

Hob ikh a por oksn, oksn,

Vos zey brokn lokshn, lokshn.

Ay, vunder 1ber vunder,
V1 di oksn brokn lokshn.
Dos 1z mir a vunder,
Dos 1z mir a vunder.

Hob ikh a por bern, bern,
Vos zey shtiber kern, kern.
Ay, vunder 1ber vunder,
V1 di bern shtiber kern,

V1 di oksn brokn lokshn.
Dos 1z mir a vunder,

Dos iz mir a vunder.

Hob ikh a por tsign, tsign,
Vos zey kinder vign, vign.
Ay, vunder 1ber vunder,
Vi di zign kinder vign,

Un di bern shtiber kern,
Un di oksn brokn lokshn,
Dos 1z mir a vunder,

Dos iz mir a vunder.

Hob ikh a por hint, hint,
Vos zey makhn tint, tint.
Ay, vunder 1ber vunder,
Vi di hint makhn tint,
Un di tsign kinder vign,
Un di bern shtiber kern,
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Un di oksn brokn lokshn.
Dos iz mir a vunder,
Dos iz mir a vunder.

Hob ikh a por hener, hener,

Vos zey klaybn shpener, shpener.

Ay, vunder 1ber vunder,

Vi di hener klaybn shpener,
V1 di hint makhn tint,

Un d1 tsign kinder vign,
Dos 1z mir a vunder,

Dos iz mir a vunder.

Hob ikh a por feygelekh, feygelekh,
Vos zey bakn beygelekh, beygelekh.

Ay, vunder iber vunder,

Vi di feygelekh bakn beygelekh,
Vi di hener klaybn shpener,

Vi di hint makhn tint,

Un di tsign kinder vign,

Vi di bern shtiber kern,

Un di oksn brokn lokshn.

Dos 1z mir a vunder,

Dos iz mir a vunder.
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Enge benge

Enge,
Benge,
Stupe,
Tshenge,
Artse,
Bartse,
Gole,
Shvartse,
Eymele,
Reymele,
Beygele,
Feygele,
Hop!
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Patshe-patshe kikhelekh

Patshe-patshe kikhelekh,
Di mame vet koyfn shikhelekh,
Shikhelekh vet zi koyfn,

In kheyder vestu loyfn.
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Reyn un sheyn T IR 1777

Fun shpits boydem biz der erd, ,7OY VT 12 QYT 7B D
Ale shtikelekh oysgekert, ,0VPYADNIN TYRVRIIW VIR
Ale betelekh tsugebet, OV TYHYRYA YOR
Ale ketselekh oysgeglet. DYDAVIONN TUIVEYR YOR
Dos milkhele dreyt zikh, ,T0T 01T YOYODIM ONRT
Di bobe Yakhne freyt zikh. ST°T 00D PIORY VARD 0T
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Finf n1°o

Finf finger iz a khap, LA X TR WA A5
Fir firelekh 1z a bet, ,0¥2 X TR YOV D
Dray ekn iz a krepl, ,29VP R TR 1PV 207
Tsvey ekn iz a shtekn, ,PYOY R TR PV MY
Eyns iz kish in kepl. DBYP PR WP TR DIMR
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Um un grod

Dray niselekh iz um,
Tsvey epelekh iz grod.
Sorele 1z a blum,
Reyzele iz a sod.
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A shtekele arayn, a N L J2OR YOYRYOY X

shtekele aroys OMIR YOYPYLW
Her a sheyne mayse, STV YIPW R Y
Fun a tsigele a vayse, V02 R YHUIE R D
Fun a kiele, a royte, U007 X LY9YD R TID
Fun shmegele dem shoyte. STOW QYT YOVAYAY 11D
A shtekele arayn, LT2R YOYRYIY X
Dos maysele iz gor fayn, L1720 IR PR YOIWYN ORT
A shtekele aroys, ,O71R VOURYLOY R
Di mayse 1z oys. LOMR PR WYn 07
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Unter Yankls vigele

Unter Yankls vigele
Shteyt a klor-vays tsigele;
Dos tsigele iz geforn handlen,

Koyfn rozhinkes mit mandlen:

S’1z di beste skhoyre.

Yankele vet lernen toyre,
Brivelekh vet er shraybn,
A guter yid vet er blaybn.
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Fun dem sheynem vortsl

Fun dem sheynem vortsl aroys
Iz a sheyner boym aroys,
Boym fun dem vortsl,

Vortsl fun der erd,

Zint es iz bashafn himl un erd.

Fun dem sheynem boym aroys
Iz a sheyner tsvayg aroys,
Tsvayg fun dem boym,

Boym fun dem vortsl,

Vortsl fun der erd,

Zint es 1z bashafn himl un erd.

Fun dem sheynem tsvayg aroys
Iz a sheyner nest aroys,

Nest fun dem tsvayg,

Tsvayg fun dem boym,

Boym fun dem vortsl,

Vortsl fun der erd,

Zint es iz bashafn himl un erd.

Fun dem sheynem nest aroys
Iz a sheyner foygl aroys,
Foygl fun dem nest,

Nest fun dem tsvayg,

Tsvayg fun dem boym,

Vortsl fun der erd,

Zint es 1z bashafn himl un erd.

Fun dem sheynem foygl aroys
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Iz a sheyner feder aroys, ,0MR WY WINY R TR

Feder fun der foygl, ,23°19 T 1D IV
Foygl fun dem nest, ,00¥1 QYT N9 93D
Nest fun dem tsvayg, LMK QYT 19 VOV
Tsvayg fun dem boym, ,0712 QYT 119 A7NX
Boym fun dem vortsl, ,2%TRYY QYT 19 0”12
Vortsl fun der erd, LTI T D DR
Zint s’1z bashafn himl un erd. 7Y IR DR 1ORWRA PR'D 0107
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Ov 1z a foter

Ov iz a foter,
Kheyder iz a toter,
Toter — kheyder,
Bgodim — kleyder,
Kleyder — bgodim.
Khut 1z fodem,

A mentsh 1z odem,
Akht iz shmoyne,
A toyb iz Yoyne.
Refes 1z a shtal,
Mar iz gal,

Pore iz a ku,

A trube 1z tru-tru-tru.

Yoker iz tayer,
Eysh iz fayer,
Boser iz fleysh,
Fleysh iz boser,
Khazer iz oser.
Vaser iz mayim,
Vayn iz lekhayim,

A yid iz Yerusholayim.

IYUND X PN AN

,IVORD X TR AR
,WORY R TR T
,TT — IWORDY
VTR — D072
00732 — WP
,OVTRD TR VI
QTR PR W0Ivn X
;11 TR VIR
TP PR 200 X
,ORDW R TR DO
,ORA TR N

P R PR 779

20217027170 PR Y2170 K

, Y20 PR P
V2D PR WK

, W95 PR w2
,0W2a PR WD
SNOR PR T
,0°7) TR YORN
,0°°9 TR 12N
DU R TR

221 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Peysakh-Peysakh

Peysakh-Peysakh i1z haynt,

Di kats un di moyz zaynen fraynt...

Ovinu meylekh,

Ale zaynen freylekh.
Freylekh veln ale zayn,
Trinken veln ale vayn.
Kneydlekh veln mir esn,
Eyliohu Hanovi nit fargesn.
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Kinder shpil

Hob ikh mir a kleynem Moyshele,
Voynt er af der langer gas:

Makht er mir vos ikh vil,

Makht er mir vos ikh vil.

Makht er mir a ketsele,
Dos ketsele makht myau.
Myau-myau-myau,
Azoy makht dos ketsele.

Makht er mir a hintele,
Dos hintele makht hau,
Hau-hau-hau,

Azoy makht dos hintele.

Hob ikh mir a kleynem Moyshele,
Voynt er af der langer gas:

Makht er mir vos ikh vil,

Makht er mir vos ikh vil.

Makht er mir a trubele,
Dos trubele makht azoy:
Tru-tru-tru, tru-tru-tru,

Myau-myau-myau, myau-myau-myau,

Makht dos ketsele.
Hau-hau-hau,
Makht dos hintele.

Makht er mir a fesl,
Dos fesele makht azoy:
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Tarabam-bam-bam,
Tru-tru-tru, tru-tru-tru,
Makht dos trubele,
Hau-hau-hau,

Makht dos hintele,
Myau-myau-myau,
Makht dos ketsele.

Hob ikh mir a kleynem Moyshele,
Voynt er af der langer gas:

Makht er mir vos ikh vil,

Makht er mir vos ikh vil.

Makht er mir a tsimbele,
Dos tsimbele makht azoy:
Tsim-tsim-tsim, tsim-tsim-tsim,
Tru-tru-tru, tru-tru-tru,
Makht dos trubele,
Tarabam-bam-bam,
Makht dos fesele,
Hau-hau-hau,

Makht dos hintele,
Myau-myau-myau,
Makht dos ketsele.
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Drey zikh, drey zikh

Drey zikh, drey zikh,
Drey zikh, drey zikh zang.
Kumt a sheyner foygl

Un makht a sheyn gezang.
Hot gezungen,

Hot gezungen,

Drey zikh Sorele arum.

In dray yor,

Vet ir zayn a por,

Vet dayn khosn breyngen dir a blum.

Sorele hot zikh arumgedreyt,
Khayele hot dem kop fardreyt.

Drey zikh, drey zikh,
Drey zikh, drey zikh zang.
Kumt a sheyner foygl

Un makht a sheyn gezang.
Hot gezungen,

Hot gezungen,

Drey zikh Khayele arum,
In dray yor,

Vet ir zayn a por,

Vet dayn khosn brengen dir a blum.

Khayele hot zikh arumgedreyt,
Sorele hot der kop zikh fardreyt.
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D1 gantse mishpokhe

A rod iz a rane,
A shtroyene pane,

Z1ibn mol arum,
Khayke drey zikh um.

Mikh ruft men Zalmen,
Der tate heyst Kalmen,

Mayn bruder heyst Zorekh.

Der zeyde heyst Borekh,
Di mame heyst Beyle,
Di shvester heyst Keyle,
Dos ferdl heyst Zirke,
Dos ketsl heyst Mirke,
Di bobe heyst Yokhe:
D1 gantse mishpokhe.

Feygele-feygele pi-pi-pi,
Vu iz der tate? Nito hi.
Ven kumt er? Morgn fri.

Vos breyngt er, tsukerkelekh,

A gantsn zak,
Ferdlekh — tsatskelekh,
A gantsn pak.
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Got, got, gib a regn

Got, got, gib a regn,
Far di kleyne kinders vegn,
A lebele broyt optsuvegn.

Kestele, kestele,
Gib zikh a drey,
Hendele, hendele,
gib a krey,
Hintele, hintele,
Leyg mir an ey.

Af vos shteystu?
Af a fas.

Vos trinkstu?
Epl-kvas.

Vos bakstu?

A beigl.

Vos khapstu?

A feygl.
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Dray mol lib

Vos ikh vel hobn,
Vel ikh dir gebn;
Vos du vest hobn,
Vestu mir gebn.

Vos vilstu?

A retekh ts1 a rib:

A retekh.

Kh’vel dir gebn a lekekh.

Vos vilstu?

A retekh tsi a rib?
Kh’vel dir gebn

A retekh, a rib,

An epl un a lekekh:
Ikh hob dikh lib,

Ikh hob dikh dray mol lib.
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A tfile fun a geto yid

fun Rive Kviatkovska

Groyser got

Vos host gekent
Fun der lerkayt
Bashafn di velt,

Fun ale bashefenishn
Mikh derhoybn,

Tsu der hoykhkayt
Fun a gloybn,
Gebentsht

Mit dem nomen
Mentsh,

Her oys mayn gebet:

Ikh bin a geto-yid,

Fartribn, aynzam un mid.
Mayn harts iz tserisn un ler,
Ikh hob nit kin tfiles mer,
Her oys mayn eyntsik gebet,
Di farpaynikte neshome,

Es zol zi nisht fresn,

Nisht nogn der umet.

Nem fun mir tsu,

Dos banemen fun mayn oyer,
Ikh zol nisht hern dos geveyn,
Fun yeder geto-moyer.

Nem fun mir tsu mayn blik,
Ikh zol nisht zen,

Di drotn, di brik.
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Vi mayne brider vern getribn,
geyogt,

Vi mir faln, vi mir zinken fun tog
tsu tog

Un farvandl mikh, got,

In an oks, in a ferd, in a hunt.
Ikh vil zayn a ferd, oder an oks,
Bimnukhe kayen dos groz,
Nisht visn az epes besers 1z do,
Un hobn ru,

Ru.

Ikh vil zayn a hunt,

Dayne sonim tseraysn, tsebaysn,
Mit di tseyn.

Nisht lozn kin eyver,

Keyn beyn.

Groyser got,

Makh fun mir

Vos vilst:
Gornisht, oder alts.

Tseshit mikh iber der velt in zamd,

Bagrob mikh in der erd in zalts,
Farvandl mikh in a shteyn,

Nor a mentsh,

A mentsh ken ikh mer nit zayn.
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Shtil di nakht
1z oysgeshternt

fun Hirsh Glik

Shtil di nakht is oysgeshternt

Un der frost hot shtark gebrent,

Tsi gedenkstu vi ikh hob dikh gelernt
Haltn a shpayer in di hent?

A moyd, a peltsl un a beret,

Halt in hant fest a nagan,

A moyd mit a sametenem ponim,
Hit op dem soynes karavan.

Getsilt, geshosn un getrofn
Hot ir kleyninker pistoyl,
An oyto, a fulinker mit vofn,
Farhaltn hot zi mit eyn koyl.

Fartog, fun vald aroysgekrokhn,
Mit shney-girlandn af di hor;
Dermutikt fun kleyninkn nitsokhn,
Far undzer nayem, frayen dor.
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Z0g nit keynmol

fun Hirsh Glik

Zog nit keynmol az du geyst dem
letstn veg,

Ven himlen blayene farshteln bloye
teg,

Kumen vet nokh undzer
oysgebeynkte sho,

S’vet a poyk ton undzer trot, mir
zaynen do!

Fun grinem palmen-land biz vaysn
land fun shney,

Mir zaynen do, mit undzer payn, mit
undzer vey,

Un vu gefaln s’iz a shprits fun
undzer blut,

Vet nokh a shprots ton undzer
gvure, undzer mut.

S’vet di morgn-zun bagildn undz
dem haynt,

Der shvartser nekhtn vet farshvindn
mitn faynt,

Un oyb farzamen vet di zun in dem
kayor,

Vi a parol zol geyn dos lid fun dor
tsu dor.
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Geshribn 1z dos lid mit blut un nit
mit blay,

S’iz nit a lid fun a zumer-foygl af
der fray,

Nor s’hot a folk tsvishn falndike
vent

Dos lid gezungen mit naganes in di
hent.

Derfar zod nit keynmol az du geyst
dem letstn veg,

Ven himlen blayene farshteln bloye
teg,

Kumen vet nokh undzer
oysgebeynkte sho,

S’vet a poyk ton undzer trot, mir
zaynen do.

V31 IR V122 VO D ORT PR 1WA
,292 10N

AR 93719299777 K 119 79 X 001 PR'D
,00D YT

YPITIORD TN PORD K URA'D NI
VN

7 TR DVIRARI 11 JWATYA 707 OKT
01V

17 TR DRNA1P 1021 AT IRDIWT

LAV TURYY OVT 00

TPVOWIRD Y1V WHROT 1N

LU0 Y0192

YUPIVAVADIR IWITIR TRI LY WnIp
i

957 ,URIV IWITNIR IRV PME K VYN'D
X7 Iw10r

234 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A kapitl Tilim

Varshe, Varshe — muter shtot,
Mit blut farshpritste moyern,
Zet nit dayne vundn got?

Di meysim in di toyern?

Af Krashinskis plats, harmatn,
Fayern af geto heymen.

Hot der alter Got farratn

Dos fok fun Dovidn un Shloymen?

Geyt a makhne kegn faynt

Fun Shimshens un fun Dvoyres;
Zol ikh beser faln haynt,
Mekadesh zayn di doyres.

Ikh khap a bombe mit der hant,
Bagris dem soynes tanken.
Kerpers shpritsn af der vant,
Getrofn, Got tsu danken.

Shtark un kreftik di atake,
Tsolraykh di korbones:
,,1'sindt fabrikn un barakn
Koylet on rakhmones...

Shoyn zhe meynt ir iz der sof,
Ven flamen fresn shteyner?
Ven roykhn viklen Muranov
Un preglen yunge beyner?
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Varshe mit farveyntn ponim, ,0°18 TVIMNIRD VA YWIRN

Mit di kvorim af di rogn, ,JJART 7 AR 0°73p T O
Vest nokh iberlebn sonim, ORI JAVIWR TR VO
Vest nokh zen dos likht fun togn. JARD TID 12D ORT YT IR VOYN
Nit derzungen 1z der haynt, L0127 9T PR VANTIYT 02
Ven men koylet undz vi rinder, — — VT ON TINR DYYNP R N
Veln ober morgn shaln, JJPRW AIRD AR 199N
Freydik, zigerish di kinder. JYIPR T WIYIT P70
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A shabesdik zemerl

Zol zayn shtil,

Zol zayn sha,

Lomir ale zingen

A zemerl aza,

Lomir ale zingen

Biz dos harts tsegeyt,

A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd:
La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd.

Gantse zeks teg,

Af shabes zikh gerikht,
Es tsitern fun freyd

Di flemlekh fun di likht.
Oysgeshpreyt di ru

Af barg un vald un tol:
Bald vet di gantse velt
A zing ton af a kol:

Zol zayn shtil,

Zol zayn sha,

Lomir ale zingen

A zemerl aza:

Lomir ale zingen,

Biz dos harts tsegeyt,

A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd:
La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

DT PPNV K

L2700 127 ORI

LRW 2T ORI

TWALT VIR R

LXTR 2907 R

TWALT YOR R
,0AYX VIR ORT T2
,207 1PN X

17970 VN PR AN VM
R22RP2R92R9 R22R92R7
,207 1PN X

.70 U IR ANRY LN

LAV DPYT YRINA
L0272 T NAW N
7999 11D 1IYYX OV
1029 07 11D YNV 0T
1 97 VIBWYADN

J2RD IR TORNM IR AN NN

VHYN YRIRA T VYN TORA
2217 X IR IRD AT R

L2700 127 ORI

RW 727 9%

TWALT VIR R

IRTR 97 X

LJUADT YOR KD
,0AYX VIR ORT 172
,270T JP°TNAY X

179999 VO IR Y VN
R22R2289287 X288

238 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP://WWW.DOVIDKATZ NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd.

Dos harts un di neshome,
Mit tishtekher farshpreyt,
Un zol do nit shpiln
Kin umet af a fleyt.
Haynt iz yeder nign
Shabesdik gekleydt

Un shabesdik der taytsh iz,

A zemerl fun freyd:

Zol zayn shtil,

Zol zayn sha,

Lomir ale zingen

A zemerl aza:

Lomir ale zingen,

Biz dos harts tsegeyt,

A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd:
La-la-la, la-la-la-la,

A shabesdikn zemerl,
Mit simkhe un mit freyd.

A tayneg iz der tsimes,
A tayneg iz der vayn,
Nito mer kin zorgn,
Ven shabes 1z arayn:
Ya-ba-ba-ba-ba-ba,
Ya-ba-ba-bam bom,
Ay, gotenyu, vi gut,
Nokh azoyfl vokh,
Vern oysgerut.
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Zol zayn shtil, ,2°0W 127 ORI

Zol zayn sha, LW 2T DRT
Lomir ale zingen a zemerl aza: IRTR 90T R JVADT YOR NRKRD
Ya-ba-ba-ba-ba-ba, ,X22K22R822K 228 22R°
Zol zayn shtil un zol zayn sha! IRW 127 ORT IR 20w 121 ORT
Sha! IXW
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Lomir ale zingen a zemerl

Lomir ale zingen, lomir ale zingen,
A zemerl, a zemerl.

Lekhem 1z broyt, dvash 1z honik
Vekhol matamim.

Zog zhe mir, tatenyu, vos iz lekhem?
Ba di groyse negidim

Iz lekhem a vaysinke bulkele,

Ober ba undz kabtsonim, dalfonim
Iz lekhem a dare skorinke.

Lomir ale zingen, lomir ale zingen
A zemerl, a zemerl,

Lekhem iz broyt, dvash iz honik,
Vekhol matamim.

Z0g zhe mir, tatenyu, vos iz
matamim?

Ba di groyse negidim

[z matamim a geshmaker tsimes,
Ober ba undz kabtsonim

[z matamim gehakte tsores...

Lomir ale zingen, lomir ale zingen
A zemerl, a zemerl,

Lekhem iz broyt, dvash 1z honik,
Vekhol matamim.
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Shabes-likht

Shabes likht, oy shabes likht,

Oy, vi zis iz ayer shayn,

Shabes, oy shabes, oy, heyliker shabes,
Vifl breyngstu treyst dem yidn

In zayn elnt, in zayn payn.

Shabes, shabes, oy heyliker shabes.

Kumt tsu undz der shabes koydesh,
Un mir vern vi di likht gebentsht.
Shabes, shabes, oy heyliker shabes,
Bald antloyft di more-shkhoyre,
Un m’vert a nayer mentsh.

Shabes, shabes, oy heyliker shabes.
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Shabes beyn-hashmoshes

fun Y. Adler (B. Kovner)

Es geyt shoyn avek der heyliker

shabes,

In shtibl vert fintster,
In shtibl iz shtil.

Es sheptshet di mame:
Oy, Got fun Avrom,
Zi1 sheptshet di tfile
Mit harts un gefil:

Oy, Got fun Avrom,

Fun Yitskhok, fun Yankev,
Farnem dokh mayn tfile,
In himls getselt,

Un shik mir parnose,

Un rirt uf mayn mazl,

Un likhtik zol vern

Mayn fintstere velt.

Es tunklt der himl,

Es tsien zikh volkns,

In shtub iz fintster

Un umetum shtil,

Nor ergets in vinkl,
Farshtupt in a shpare,
Dort tshirket un tshirket
Farborgn a gril.
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Sholoym aleykhem

Sholoym aleykhem,
Malakhey hashoreys,
Malakhey elyoyn, mimelekh,
Malkhey hamlokhim
Hakodoysh borukh hu.

Boyakhem lesholoym
Malakhey hashoreys,
Malakhey elyoyn, mimelekh
Malkhey hamlokhim
Hakodoysh borukh hu.

Borkhuni lesholoym,
Malakhey hashoreys,
Malakhey elyoyn, mimelekh
Malkhey hamlokhim
Hakodoysh borukh hu.

Tseyskhem lesholoym,
Malakhey hashoreys,
Malakhey elyoyn, mimelekh,
Malkhey hamlokhim
Hakodoysh borukh hu.
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Kol doydi

Kol doydi,

Kol doydi,

Kol doydi, hiney ze bo:
Midaleyg al hehorim,
Mekapeyts al hagvooys.
Kol doydi,

Kol doydi, hiney ze bo.
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Ani maamin TRRA OIR

Ani maamin, 1NN IR
B’emuno sheleymo talvaahtiahl
B’vias ha-moshiakh, W00 NR°22
V’af al pi sheyismameya, LI 09 Y AX)
Im kol ze a1 92 oy
Akhake loy. % nany
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Ovinu malkeynu 11277 72N

Ovinu malkeynu, KNl lakhgmis
Khoneynu vaaneynu L1331 1310
Ki eyn bonu maasim, ,a°yn 112 PR 73
Asey imonu, LIy vy
Tsedoko vokhesed, , 7O TRTX
V’hoshieynu. EhiElabel
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Eyliohu hanovi

Eyliohu hanovi,
Eyliohu hatishbi,
Eyliohu,
Eyliohu,

Eyliohu hagilodi.

Bimheyro

Yovoy eleynu

Im Moshiakh ben Dovid,
Im Moshiakh ben Dovid.

Eyliohu hanovi,
Eyliohu hatishbi,
Eyliohu,
Eyliohu,

Eyliohu hagilodi.
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Artsa alinu 5V YR

Artsa alinu, 199 %N
Artsa alinu, 199 %R
Artsa alinu, L0V R
Kvar kharashnu, , AW 92D
Vegam zaranu, ,AYIT O
Aval od lo katsarnu. I8P K2 7 DaR
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Hevenu IR

shalom alekhem 03°5y 0w
Hevenu shalom alekhem, ,02°7V 017w IR27
Hevenu shalom alekhem, ,02°9Y 017w IR
Hevenu shalom alekhem, ,02°7V D170 IR27
Hevenu shalom, shalom, ,219W , 019w 1IR3
shalom alekhem. .02°%Y 01w
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Zum gali gali

Zum gali gali gali,

Zum gali gali.

Hekhaluts lemaan avoda,
Avoda lemaan hekhaluts,
Zum gali gali gali,

Zum gali gali.
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Hiney ma tov

Hiney ma tov,
uma naim,
shevet akhim,
gam yakhad.
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Hava nagila

Hava nagila,
Hava nagila,
Hava hagila,
Venismekha.

Hava neranena,
Hava neranena,
Hava neranena,
Venismekha.

Uru uru,

Uru akhim,
Velev sameakh,
Velev sameakh.
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Kinder, simkhes-toyre

Kinder, mir hobn simkhes-toyre,

Simkhes-toyre af der gantser velt.

Toyre iz di beste skhoyre,

Azoy hot di rebe mit undz geknelt.

OY: vey, 0y-0y-0y,
Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.

Khotsh ikh bin mir an orem yidl,
Un es dakht mir gut der moyekh,
Simkhes-toyre, zing ikh a lidl,
Un makh a gute koyse oykh.

OY: vey, 0y-0y-0Y,
Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.

Ver es ken nit mayne tsores,
Zol zey nit kenen, zol ikh aykh,
Nor take, glaykh mit ale tsores,
Bin ikh simkhes-toyre raykh.

OY) vey, 0y-0Yy-0y,
Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.
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Lomir ale freylekh zayn
(Simkhes-toyre lid)

Dvoyre, gib mir di naye kapote,
Ikh vel z1 onton take atsind.

Ikh vel dir zogn, altsding iz blote,
Abi men i1z borkhashem gezunt.

Oy vey, oy-oy-oy,

Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.

Mit rendlekh zaynen ful di zek,
Freylekh, on an ek.

Vu iz Berl? Vu iz Dvoshe?

Ruf zey ale in shtub arayn.

Di mume Shoshe, dem feter Yoshe,
Lomir ale freylekh zayn.

Oy vey, oy-oy-oy,

Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.

Mit rendlekh zaynen ful di zek,
Freylekh, on an ek.

Oy vey, Dvoyre, vos hostu moyre?

Kh’bin a bisl shiker, kh’ken nit shteyn?

Dvoyre-lebn, simkhes-toyre,

Simkhes-toyre, ver iz nit freylekh, zog

aleyn.

Oy vey, oy-oy-oy,
Freylekh kinder, ot azoy.
Mit rendlekh zaynen ful di zek,

Freylekh, on an ek.
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Khanuke

fun Avrom Reyzen
muzik: S. Golub

Borekh ato, zingt der tate,
Un er tsindt di likht,

Un di shtraln, milde faln,
Af zayn blas gezikht.

Un a fayer, heylik-tayer,
In di oygn laykht.

Un der mider mit di glider
Hot zikh oysgeglaykht.

Un es dakht zikh, un es trakht zikh,
S’iz nokh epes do,

S’iz geblibn vos tsu libn,
Heylik iz di sho.

Alte klangen, lang fargangen,
Neyn es klingt nokh tsind.
Zing mir, tate, borekh ato,
Un ikh blayb dayn kind.
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O, 1r kleyne likhtelekh

fun Moris Rozenfeld

muzik: Leo Lov

O, 1r kleyne likhtelekh,

Ir dertseylt geshikhtelekh,
Mayselekh on tsol.

Ir dertseylt fun blutikayt,

Heldishkayt un mutikayt,

Vunder fun amol.

Ven ikh ze aykh pintlendik,
Kumt a kholem finklendik,
Redt an alter troym:

Yid, du host gekrigt amol,
Yid, du host gezigt amol,
Akh, es gloybt zikh koym.
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Khanuke

fun M. Rivesman

Khanuke, o, khanuke,
A yontef, a sheyner,

A lustiker, a freylekher,
Nito nokh azeyner.

Ale nakht in dreydl
Shpiln mir,

Zudik heyse latkes
Esn mir.

Geshvinder,
Tsind kinder

Di khanuke likhtelekh on.

Lomir ale zingen,
Lomir ale shpringen,
Lomir ale tantsn in kon.

Khanuke, o, khanuke,
A yontef a sheyner,

A lustiker, a freylekher,
Nito nokh azeyner.
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Purim lid

Yakhne Dvoshe fort in shtot,
Halt zikh in eyn pakn,

Z1 darf af purim koyfn mel
Homen-tashn bakn.

Hop, mayne homen-tashn,
Hop, mayne vayse,

Hop, mit mayne homen-tashn
Hot pasirt a mayse.

S’geyt a regn, s’geyt a shney,
S’kapet fun di dekher,
Yakhne firt shoyn korn-mel
In a zak mit lekher.

Hop, mayne homen-tashn,
Hop, mayne vayse,

Hop, mit mayne homen-tashn
Hot pasirt a mayse.

Yakhne trogt shoyn shalakhmones

Tsu der mume Yente,

Tsvey dray shvartse Homen-tashn,

Halb roy, halb farbrente.
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Purim lid

Haynt iz purim, brider,
S’iz der yontef groys.
Lomir zingen lider,
Geyn fun hoyz tsu hoyz.

Lakh, Mordkhele, lakh,
A yontefl makh,

Kinds-kinder gedenken dem nes.

Zingt, briderlekh, zingt,
Tantst freylekh

Un shpringt,

Dem tayern tog nit fargest.

Haynt iz purim, brider,
S’iz der yontef groys.
Lomir zingen lider,
Geyn fun hoyz tsu hoyz.

Homen iz a roshe,

Dos veyst yeder yid,

Ober Got nishkoshe,

Shvaygt dem roshe nit.

Vart, Homenke, vart,

Du zay nit genart.

A nes hot geton mit undz Got.
Zingt, briderlekh, zingt,
Tantst freylekh un shpringt,
Makh greser un greser di rod.
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In dem
land fun piramidn

fun Dovid EydIshtat

In dem land fun piramidn

Iz geven a keynig beyz un shlekht,
Zaynen dort geven di yidn,

Zayne diner, zayne knekht.

Knetn leym un shlepn zigl,

Boyen shleser hoykh un raykh;
Bizn keyver, funem vigl,

Knekhtn geven mit hint tsuglaykh.

Pitslekh kinder ayngemoyert,
Ven a tsigl hot gefelt.

Akh vi lang es volt gedoyert,
Ot di viste shklafn velt.

O, ven in land fun piramidn
Volt nit geven kin sharker held,
Vos hot gekemft far ale yidn

Mit zayn khokhme, mit zayn shverd.
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Un Got i1z eyner

(Pesakh lid; yidishe varyant fun “Ekhod mi

yoydeya”)

Un Got iz eyner,
Un eyner 1z dokh Got,
Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,

Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,

Ver ken reydn un ver ken tseyln,
Vos tsvey badayt?

Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner 1z dokh Got,
Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,

Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,

Ver ken reydn un ver ken tseyln,
Vos dray badayt?

Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,
Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn un ver ken tseyln,
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Vos fir badayt?

Fir zaynen di noshim,
Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,
Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,

Oy, vey, Yyisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn un ver ken tseyln,
Vos finf badayt?

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,
Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos zeks badayt?

Zeks i1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,

027X 77D O

,0°W1 57 WIRT D
LMK 57 WIRT 29T
LMD 5T IWInT Y
,OR3 TR PR VIR NIN
,IWINR TR DR N
VIR WD IR

,1901 1 7271
V97D, POORIY LN IR
L2 YR YN IR 7T R M
20172 72°0 OR

,2°WAIT 0T IYIRT A9
,0°W31 T WIVT D
LMK 57 WIRT 29T
LMD 5T WInT Y
LOR3TRT PR VIR NIN
VIR TR ORI N
WIBP VUL IR

,7901 11 1271
,TV29599 PR LN R
L1777 9P VN

L1278 R YN

027X DPYT DR

10N 0T TR OpYT
QWM 0T WINT A0
, %W 97 JYIRT D
L3R 07 WY 0T
MY 7 T Y

263 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP:/WWW.DOVIDKATZ.NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Un eyner iz dokh Got,
Un Got iz eyner,
Un vayter keyner.

Ma neddber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos zibn badayt?

Der zibeter tog i1z shabes.
Un zeks 1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,
Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos akht badayt?

Akht 1z di mile,

Der zibeter tog iz shabes.
Un zeks i1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
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Un eyner iz dokh Got,
Un Got iz eyner,
Un vayter keyner.

Ma neddber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos nayn badayt?

Der naynter khoydesh iz di gevinerin,
Der akhter tog iz di mile,
Der zibeter tog iz shabes.
Un zeks 1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos tsen badayt?

Tsen zaynen di aseres hadibres,

Der naynter khoydesh 1z di gevinerin,
Der akhter tog iz di mile,

Der zibeter tog iz shabes.

Un zeks 1z di mishne,
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Finf zaynen di khumoshim,
Fir zaynen di noshim,
Dray zaynen di oves,
Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,
Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos elf badayt?

Elf zaynen di shtern,

Tsen zaynen di aseres hadibres,
Der naynter khoydesh iz di gevinern,
Der akhter tog iz di mile,

Der zibeter tog iz shabes.

Un zeks 1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,

Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,

Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,

Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos tsvelf badayt?
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Tsvelf zaynen di shvotim,

Elf zaynen di shtern,

Tsen zaynen di aseres hadibres,
Der naynter khoydesh 1z di gevinerin,
Der akhter tog 1z di mile,

Der zibeter tog iz shabes.

Un zeks iz di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,

Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,

Tsvey zaynen di lukhes,

Un eyner iz dokh Got,

Un Got iz eyner,

Un vayter keyner.

Ma nedaber ma nesaper,
Oy, vey, Yisrolik, freylekh,
Ver ken reydn,

Ver ken tseyln,

Vos draytsn badayt?

Der draytsnter yor iz bar-mitsve,
Tsvelf zaynen di shvotim,

Elf zaynen di shtern,

Tsen zaynen di aseres hadibres,
Der naynter khoydesh iz gevinern,
Der akhter tog iz di mile,

Der zibeter tog iz shabes.

Un zeks 1z di mishne,

Finf zaynen di khumoshim,

Fir zaynen di noshim,

Dray zaynen di oves,
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Tsvey zaynen di lukhes, LMD 07 VIRt Ny

Un eyner iz dokh Got, LORA IRT TR WK IR
Un Got iz eyner, ,IVIVR X DR IR
Un vayter keyner. YITP WU PR
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Du meydele, du sheyn

Du meydele, du sheyn,
Du meydele, du fayn,
Ikh vel dikh epes fregn,
A retenish a fayn.

Vos iz hekher fun a hoyz?
Vos iz flinker fun a moyz?

Du narisher bokher, du narisher trop,
Du host dokh nit kin seykhl in dayn
kop.

Der roykh fun dem koymen iz hekher
fun a hoyz,

Di kats i1z flinker fun a moyz.

Du meydele, du sheyn,
Du meydele, du fayn,
Ikh vel dikh epes fregn,
A retenish a fayn.

Vos iz tifer fun a kval?
Vos iz bitterer fun gal?

Du narisher bokher, du narisher trop,
Du host dokh nit kin seykhl in dayn
kop.

D1 toyre iz tifer fun a kval,

Der toyt iz bitterer fun gal.

Du meydele, du sheyn,

Du meydele, du fayn,

W T LYOYTN 1T

W T LYOVTON T

,12D 17 ,VOVTN 1T
,JAVID DY 777 DN PR
2D R WOIVLY R

2107 K 99 YOV IR ORM
219 R 119 WP1HH R ORN

LORTD WWOIRI T ,TINA WO NT
127 PR 200 PP 11 IRT VORI 1T
DR

YOV R PR JYANP QYT N0 TN T
N R 7D

T R 719 WPIDD PR PR 0T

0 17,9080 1T
L2017 ,VoVTn 1T
,JAVD DYBY T DY PR
2D X WOy R

798P K 11D WO IR OXN
79K 119 WYL R DR

,ORI0 WWOIRI T, WWIRI T
7T TR 22w 1P 01 IRT VORI 17
R

L2RMP R 119 WD PR 77N 0T

2R3 71D WYY PR VM0 W

W 1T L YOV 1T

,T2D 17, Y9YTN 17

269 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP:/WWW.DOVIDKATZ.NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



Ikh vel dikh epes fregn,
A retenish a fayn.

Vos far a meylekh iz on a land?
Vos far a vaser iz on a zamd?

Du narisher bokher, du narisher trop,
Du host dokh nit kin seykhl in dayn
kop.

Dos folk fun Yisroel iz on a land,
Dos vaser fun trern iz on a zamd.

Du meydele, du sheyn,
Du meydele, du fayn,
Ikh vel dikh epes fregn,
A retenish a fayn.

Vos far a milner iz on a mil?
Vos far a lefl iz on a stil?

Du narisher bokher, du narisher trop,
Du host dokh nit kin seykhl in dayn
kop.

An opgebrenter milner iz on a mil,
A tsebrokhene lefl iz on a stil.

Du meydele, du sheyn,
Du meydele, du fayn,
Ikh vel dikh epes fregn,
A retenish a fayn.

JJAYTD DYBY 7T HYN TR
2D R WYLy X

271X R I PR 777 X IO O¥N
PTART X X TR WORM K XD OXT)

,ORI0 WWOIRI TN WWIIRI 1T
127 TR DOW 0P 11 IRT VORI 1T
DR

,TIRD XN TR DRI 11D PHYRD OKT

CTART X IR TR 77970 119 TYORN OXT

W 1T LYV T

,T20 W, YOVTN 17
,JAVID DYDY T 2¥N PR
2 R WUIYLY K

7910 R IR TR I R IRD OXN
79700 X IX IR 2955 X IRD DR

,ORT0 WWIIRI VT, WWIIRI T
T°T TR 23w 7P V1 INT VORI 17
DXP

,2°0 R IR PR W12 W0IYIAVIeR 1N

2500 X I PR DOYD PIVINIIVY K

0 17,9080 1T
L2017 ,VoVTn 1T
,JAVTD DYBY DV R
2D R WOy R

270 MENKE KATZ’S YIDDISH SONG BOOK (DRAFT OF JANUARY 2009)

ORIGINAL AT HTTP:/WWW.DOVIDKATZ.NET/MENKE/BOOKS/MENKE1985-BOOKS.PDF

© ESTATE OF MENKE KATZ



